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nord. Mr. McKAY erecees oe appropriation, on the | else. By the War Department it had been con- || restricted to five minutes, he must be content with 
: indi. ground that nothing hac a for this work sidered necessary to have two batteries on Brew- thus hinting at his objections to the system of 
y him by the War Department, and before a new work | ster’s Island, but within a few years two or three | fortifications as heretofore carried on. This sys- 
(Mr. should be commenced the House had always re- | acres of that island had been washed away. Ihe | tem, before the use of steam vessels, was proper; 
greed quired that it be reported from the Committee on | island itself had very little intrinsic value for pri- |, but now it amounted to little else than a scheme 
ridual Military Affairs. he gentleman from Pennsv!- || vate purposes. It was only valuable to the Govern- | for eviscerating the treasury and the promotion of 
ferees yania asked the modest sum of one hundred thou- |; ment, whose fortifications protected Boston harbor, |) private jobbing. 
d the sand dollars for this unauthorized work, while the and the great amount of public property at the Mr. CLARK, of Kentucky, also opposed the 
Uni. whole amount provided in the bill, for all the for- || Charlestown navy-yard, including the naval hos- | proposed appropriation. He objected to it because 
fetes tifications of the United States, was but five hun- | pital, the marine hospital, the dry dock, and all || tt was for a fortification which was not yet com- 
there dred and thirty thousand dollars. If the amend- || the naval effects. It was not because the merecan- |; menced. Tle asked if there was money in the 
ment ment were admitted at all, the sum should be re- || tile interest required this appropriation thatit was || Federal treasury from which this sum could be 
$3). duced. He moved to reduce it to forty thousand || asked for, but because it was necessary to the | paid? The country was already involved in an 
dollars; which was agreed to. |, complete military defence of Boston harbor. On | enormous debt, and they knew that from day to 
esent The question then recurring on Mr. Incersoi’s | concluding he withdrew his amendment, day the bonds of the Government were hawked 
ision amendment as thus amended, after several further | Mr. PALFREY, having moved an amendment, | in the market. Early in the session, they were 
bine ropositions to amend, the proposition of Mr. I. | said he was well satisfied that gentlemen who ob- || told that no one desired the Government to become 
silos was rejected. ; |, jected to this appropriation on the ground that it || a borrower; more especially the Government ought 
Waa Mr. BOWLIN moved to strike out the last item || was an appropriation merely for the security of | not to borrow for the purposes of internal improve- 
3 de. in the bill, for the building of a sea-wall round |, and to afford facilities to commerce, and that it was || ment when it could not provide the means of de- 
tion, Brewster’s Island, in Boston harbor, on the ground || not a part of the military defences of the country, || fence. This was an appropriation for the improve- 
took that this was not an appropriation for a fortifica- || had in some manner failed to inform themselves of || ment of a harbor, and it head be placed on the 
t of tion, but for a harbor improvement. |, the facts of the case. There was nothing more | same footing with river improvements. He ob- 
ury, The item is as follows: distinctly plain than the fact that this appropria- | jected to this entering wedge, believing that this 
But For the protection of great Brewster’s Island, and security || WON was essentially a part of the appropriations | Government had no power to make such appro- 
d in and defence of the principal ship channel in the harbor of || for the military defence of Boston harbor. He || priations. 
; Boston, Massachusetts, $40,000. | arcued thi ati some lensth, shawine thi Th ao sacl 
bas argued this question at some length, showing that e question finally recurring on the motion of 
tion Mr. VINTON briefly explained the ground on | the erection of a wall at the place which had been || Mr. BOWLIN, to strike out the item for Brew- 
the which it had been inserted in the bill. Brewster’s || designated was necessary also for the protection of || ster’s Island, &c., it was decided, on a count by 
the Island was a site selected for a fort for the defence || the channel. If the channel should not be pro- || tellers, in the negative: Ayes 68, noes 76. 
pro of Boston harbor, but the currents were fast sweep- | tected, he said vessels entering the harbor would || Mr. BOWLIN moved an amendment appro- 
ined ing itaway and filling up the adjacent channel; the || no longer be subject to the control of the expensive | priating for sea-walls on islands in the harbor of 
yom sea-wall was to prevent this, and secure the site | works which the Government had already erected | St. Louis. But— 
tec. for a future fortification. A prolonged and desul- | there; he could not, therefore, see how this appro- | The CHAIR ruled it to be out of order. 
any tory debate ensued, in which Messrs. FICKLIN, | priation could with any reason be objected to. He | Mr. BOWLIN appealed; but the committee 
res, VINTON, SAWYER, JONES of Tennessee, |, also called attention to the point presented by his | sustained the decision of the Chair. 
and HUDSON, McKAY, McCLELLAND, GRIN- | colleague, [Mr. Kine,] who argued that it was || Mr, HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved to 
jion NELL, MARVIN, POLLOCK, BURT, and || necessary for the defence of the Government prop- | jncrease the a Latin im she fll foe the prente 
x i e appropriation in the bi for the preser 
ASHMUN, took part. | erty at the Charlestown navy-yard. | vation of Fort Moultrie, in the harbor of Charles- 
eo - I ’ 
on The appropriation was advocated on the ground Mr. FICKLIN contended that the purpose for | ton. and supported his motion by a letter from an 
by that it was not a new work, but one which had |) which this appropriation was required partook of | envineer, describing the abrasion of the island oa 
ent been contained in former bills; that though not || the character of a harbor improvement, and there- || which a fort stands. and the danver of its found- 
vas directly for the erection of a fort, it was to preserve || fore it did not belong to this bill. If, however, | ations being seriously injured. z 
had from destruction an island immediately adjoining || this were not so, it was for a fortification which Aer op sition by Messrs. FARAN and 
t be thechannel which led up to Charlestown navy-yard, || had not as yet been authorized by law, and in this | HALL, of tian York, the amendment was car- 
ec the dry dock, &c., being one of the points laid || case also it was out of order. But again: if the || ried, 
ble down ina plan for the defence of Boston harbor || channel was or would be closed, as gentlemen had || Mr, FARAN proposed to add a proviso to the 
for the erection of a fortification. Unless the || contended, that would be an ample protection of | appropriation for Brewster’s Island, in Boston 
uce gradual abrasion of this island were not prevented, || the public property against a foreign enemy, and | harbor, which he modified at the suggestion of 
of (and the currents had already carried away about || furnished a reply to the argument based on the ne- || Messrs. FICKLIN and HUDSON, providing that 
ng one-fifth of it,) the channel would be choked up, || cessity to pos public er there. _ || the United States should first be in possession of 
tes and if a fort were ever built there, the expense of | Mr. WHITE, of New York, also argued in || g good and valid title to so much of the island as 
nd erecting it would be vastly increased, as its founda- || favor of the appropriation, on the ground that it || was needed for the erection of a fort. 
ro- tions would have to be laid under water. It was || was necessary to the military defence of the har- || This was agreed to. 
the reported by the engineers, and the Secretary had || bor. ; a | Mr. GREEN moved a further proviso that the 
en sent estimates for the work to the Committee of || Mr. MARVIN entered into some reminiscences || 1 4,ey should not be expended tll the Secretar 
rk, Ways and Means, i of the manner in which appropriations were made || ¢ weed asa setiched hate is wee for a work oo 
nd The appropriation was opposed on the ground || for rivers and harbors in times past, and spoke of || Ji...) authorized by law 
es that this item had no proper place ina fortification || the change which had been brought about in that || “Tk Y al aal y a 
bill, because it was not for the erection of any fort || respect in these modern times. He said he had | tes HOON ROE 7 f Del d 
nt. or other military work whatever, but merely for || no idea of permitting this Administration to steal | r. HOUSTON, o amie bill th Part 
ull the protection ofan island and a channel in Boston || a march on this House, and spread along our coast || amendment to add at the end of the bill the fot- 
harbor. It was in fact a harbor improvement, || fortification after fortification, when at the same | lowing : a s 
c's and as such had formerly been inserted in the river || time the commerce of the country was entirely — eS the Pea Patch Island, 
to and harbor bill which had received the Executive || neglected. fener ae + he hi ett 
he veto. It would be found in the harbor bill of the || Mr. WICK moved to reduce the appropriation | .. Mr. H. briefly glanced at the ees om Pe »- 
re present session, and had never been in a fortifica- || to one thousand dollars. He made this motion, he || lic works on this ee ee 7 ) in 
mn, tion bill before; and one gentleman (Mr. McC ex- || said, for the same reason which should control his || M@Y Years ages the cain ‘ “Am a €. ae 
ry Laxp] wished it to remain in the harbor bill still; || vote adverse to the passage of the bill. The time || W8re on the express condition that fortilcations 
Id 80 that if the Executive should veto the western || had come when, with the exceptions of temporary || should be kept up, = ——_ oS ees 
be harbors, he might be compelled to do the same on || field-works, constructed to facilitate operations in | **» though small, highly a apher ginning of 
ir the seaboard; while another was for excluding it, | a campaign, and permanent fortifications at a very || works highly necessary, and w a ongress must 
lest the whole bill should be vetoed on account of |, few prominent points, fortifications, like a national | 2Ppropriate more largely for at the next ane 
os: | bank, have become an obsolete idea—a relic of the || to redeem its plighted faith to the State of Dela- 
L, Besides, the island belonged to the State of Mas- | dark ages. The use of steam-vessels had super- | ware. This bill did not contain a solitary yh 
N- sachusetts, and not to the United States, and this || seded them. By their use an army could be land- || the defence of the river Delaware, or of the States 
w Was therefore no legitimate subject of Congres- || ed, even on a lee shore, within a few miles of the || of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, 
i3 sional legislation; and, if otherwise, still there was | forts, and surround them, steam enabling vessels | which were #0 deeply interested, and that river 
no law authorizing the erection of a fort upon it. || of light draught to approach sufficiently near a | and those States had been left absolutely <o 
8 No such measure had been submitted to the Com- || shoal and lee shore to land troops. All this had || tected for the last fifteen years, in consequence o 
8, mittee on Military Affairs. been done and demonstrated on the landing of our || the dispute which had arisen with reference to the 
it Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved to insert || army at Vera Cruz. He would vote against any || ttle to the Pea Patch Island, which had now been 
18 $50,000 instead of $40,000 in this item. He moved || fortitication bill appropriating sums beyond what || 8° happily settled. ; 
to the amendment simply for the purpose of saying |) was necessary to preserve forts as they now are. | The amendment was rejected. 
ad that this appropriation was necessary for the de- || This amendment was fora fortnot yetbegun. He || Mr. HOLMES, of New York, moved to amend 


fence of Boston. It was strictly a military appro- 
Priation, and could not be considered anything 


54 





| would begin no new works. 
\ 


He was prepared to 
attack the bill in an hour’s speech; but, as he was 


|| by adding the following: 
\) For the purpose of erecting fortifications and establishing 
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a military depdt, under the direction of the Secretary of 


War, at or near the mouh of Genesee river, in the Biate of 
New York, filly thousand dollars. 


The amendment was ruled out of order. 


Mr. HALL, of New York, moved to add at the 
end of the bill the following: 

Por the continuance of the defensive works at Buffalo, 
New York, hereteiore recommend d by the War Depart 
ment, and part which lias been constructed under its 
direction, twenty live tieu wid dollars. 


Mr. LH. briefly advocated the appropriation. 


The amendment was reyes ted. 


Mr. WICK moved to add the following as an 
addition | section: 

And he  fiurt enacted, That no money shall be ex 
pended under authonty of tne aet baiore the let day of 
April in 

The amendment wa rejecte d 

Mr. SLINGERLAND moved an amendment 
to propriate for deepen the channel of the 
Iludson river, near Albany, 850,000. Ruled out 


Oi ord r. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the committee rose 
and reported the bill and amendments to the 
Hlouse. 

Mr. VINTON moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the first amendmentof the committee (the 
proviso) was agre ed to without division. 

The second amendment (increasing the appro- 
priation for l’ort Moultrie, Charleston, South Car- 
olina, from $10,600 to $13,600) was voted on by 
yeas and nays, and resulted—yeas 75, nays 69. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendments having been agreed to, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed, and, | eing engrossed, 
was read a third time. 

Mr. VINTON moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed by yeas and nays: 
Yeas 79, nays 62. 

Mr. V. moved to reconsider the last vote. 

Which motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 16, 18438. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a letter from Mr. Bacsy, of Alabama, resigning 
his seat as Senator from that State. 7 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, it was ordered that 
the Vice President communicate the same to the 
Governor of Alabama. 

Several Senators rose with petitions, reports, 
and resolutions, when the VICE PRESIDENT 
announced the first bill on the calendar, and read 
the resoluuon of the Senate declaring that Friday 
and Saturday next be set apart for the considera- 
tion of private bills, to the exclusion of all other 
business. 

Aa ineffectual effort was then made to give pri- 
ority to certain bills over others, which consumed 
some time of the morning hour; after which, the 
private calendar was taken up in its order, and the 
following bills passed: 

A bill directing the Secretary of the Navy to pur- 
chase from Dr, James P. Espy his patent right for 
the conical ventilator. 

hor the relief of James F. Sothoron. 

For the relief of John Clark. 

lor the relief of the heira of Jean F. Perry, Jo- 
siah Blakely, Nicholas Jarrot, and Robert Mor- 
rison. 

‘To provide compensation to William Wood- 
bridge and Henry ¢ hipman, for services in adijust- 
ing ules to land in Michigan, and for other pur- 

mes 
Kor the relief of David N. Smith. 

t'or the rehet of Suas Waterman. 

The following bills were laid on the table: 

lor the relict of the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of Wm. Grayson. ‘ 

or the relief of George Newton. 

For the relief of Russe}! Goss. 

For the relief of John Caldwell. 

For the relief of John P. Baldwin. 


The Senate then took up House bill for the re- 
lief of Phineas Carpenter, administrator of John 
Cox, deceased, of Boston, and, after discussion, 
adjourned, at a few minutes before four p. m. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, June 17, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. VINTON said he was instructed by the | 
Commitiee of Ways and Means to move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the appropriation bills. 
Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Commiitee of the 
Whole on the private calendar. 
Mr. HUNT hoped that neither motion would 


time to the reception of reports from committees. 

The question was put on the motion of Mr. 
RockWELL; it was decided in the atlirmative, tel- 
lers reporung ayes 67, noes 64. 

PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the private calendar, (Mr. 
Wick in the chair.) 

‘he bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of Joshua Kennedy, deceased, which was under | 
discussion when the House were last in commit- 
tee on private bills, was taken up this morning, 
and the discussion was resumed by Mr. DAN- | 
IEL, and continued by Messrs. CROWELL and 
ROCKWELL, of Connecticut. 


Mr. DANIEL moved that the bill be laid aside || 


to be reported to the House with the recommenda- 
tron that it de not pass. Ayes 48, noes 71. 

‘The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 


‘The next bill taken up was for the relief of | 


Lyon and Howard, It was debated by Messrs. 
HAMMONS and WILMOT. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Joshua 


Kennedy, deceased, and pregress on the bill for | 


the relief of Lyon and Howard. 

The question was stated on ordering the en- 
grossment of the bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Joshua Kennedy, deceased. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the | : 
. : I} He did not know what course the House would 


previous question, which was seconded. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to lay the bill on the 
table. Ayes 48, noes 66, a quorum not voting. 

Mr. HAMMONS moved anadjournment. Lost, 
ayes 44, noes 74. 

A quorum having appeared, the question was 
again put on laying the bill on the table, and it 
was decided in the negative. Ayes 49, noes 68. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and, 
being engrossed, was passed. Ayes 77, noes 59. 

And thea the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, June 17, 1848. 


The Chair commenced calling the calendar of 
private bills, when 
Mr. DAYTON asked leave to introduce a reso- 


lution, which he was instructed to submit by the || 


Committee on the Judiciary. 

Symptoms of opposition being exhibited— 

Mr. DAYTON requested permission as a favor 
personal to himself, when, by unanimous assent, 
he stated that heretofore, in taking the decennial 
census, there had been great defects, owing to the 
hasty manner in which the preliminary arrange- 
ments were made. He instanced the return of 
emigrants in the lust census, the total number of 
which as reported was considerably below the 
number which arrived at New York alone. All 
the numerous defects, which have heretofore been 
so apparent, might be avoided hereafter by timely 
reflecion and early movements to obtain and 
classify all the variety of useful information which 
ought to be collected and presented in the most 


simple and accurate form in this decennial docu- | 


ment. ‘This could be readily and effectually done, 
ata small comparative expense. He hoped that 
the Senate would acquiesce in the correctness of 
these views, 

Mr. D. submitted the following resolution, and 
asked its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, §c., ‘Thata sum not exceeding S700 be appro- 


priated, out OF any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the payment of such person or persons as 
the Secretary of State may employ, under and by virtue of 
this resoluiion, to prepare a plan for taking the census of 


Ldo0—embodsing therein all important information which | 


may be procured abroad and at home, in respect to details 
as to our population, productive industry, and resources; 
and suggesting the emtire outlines of the best method to be 
pursued, the subject-matters to be embraeed, and the clas- 


}| he report the same to this or the next session of Cong 
| 
ij 





June 19, 


sification to be adopted in the taking of said census 


: 4nd thar 


Ztess 

Mr. CALHOUN. Let it lie over. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the private calendar, when the followine | 
were considered in Committee of the Whole. ' 
were subsequently read a third time, by una 
mons consent, and passed: 

An act for the relief of Phineas Carpenter, aa. 
ministrator of John Cox, deceased, of Boston: 

An act for the relief of the legal heirs of Johr 


| Snyder, deceased ; 
prevail, and that the House would devote some || | ; 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Brown, deceased; 

Bill for the relief of J. W. Nye, assienee 
Peter Bargy and Elugh Stewart; ~ 

Bill for the relief of B. W. Slaughter, late Seo. 
retary of State for the Territory of Wisconsin, 

The Senate then went into Executive session 
and, after some ume spent therein, the doors wey 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


‘ 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 19, 1848. 


In the absence of the Speaker at the usual hoy; 
of meeting— 

The Crerk called the House to order, and said 
that he had received a letter from the Speaker gta- 
ting that on account of indisposition he was unable 
to discharge the duties of the Chair this day, 

Mr. ASHMUN said he had been reyuesied by 
| the Speaker to inform the House, that owing to a 

slight indisposition, he was unable to attend the 
session of the House this day. He held in his hand 
_a letter he had received from his physician inform. 
ing him that he deemed it imprudent for the Speaker 
to leave his room to-day. He had, since the recein; 
of the letter, examined the precedents relating to 
' cases like this. He had found that on some ocea- 
| sions the House had adjourned; on others, they had 
proceeded to elect a Speaker pro tempore by ballot. 


be disposed to take. In the pressure of public busi- 
ness at this time, heapprehended they would hardly 
be disposed to adjourn, as the Speaker’s indisjo- 
sition was slight: he hoped he would be able to 
resume his attendance here to-day or to-morrow. 
By resolution some gentleman might be appointed 
to act as Speaker for this day; if the Speaker were 
unable to attend to-morrow, the House could then 
| appoint a Speaker for that day. He threw ou 
these remarks by way of suggestion, and should 
acquiesce in anything that might be done. In ordei 
to expedite proceedings, he would venture to pro- 
pose that the Hon. Mr. Burr, of South Carolina, 
| be requested to act as Speaker this day. 

Mr. STEPHENS seconded the motion. 

The question being propounded by the Crerx, 
| it was unanimously agreed to, and Mr. Burr was 
conducted to the chair. 


The Journal of Saturday was then read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. GOGGIN (chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads) called up the post: 
route bill which had been passed over informally 
in order that it might be printed. Having been 
printed, he presumed no gentleman would object 
to it, and he knew of no reason why it should not 
be passed this morning. 

With reference to the difficulty suggested by the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] the other day, 
_he would state, for the information of gentlemen, 
that since this bill was before the House on Friday 
last, on examination he found that the bill em- 
bracing the amendments of the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. Kaurman] did involve a question of 
the jurisdiction of the State of Texas, providing 43 
it did for a post route from Corpus Christi to the 
| Rio Grande. 
|| Mr. STEPHENS suggested, that as the mem: 
| bers of the House had not yet received printed 
|| copies of the bill, it be informally passed over until 
|| to-morrow; which, after some conversation, was 
agreed to. 

1] CLAIMS OF ALABAMA. 
| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, from the Com- 
| 





for the United States Government, in the suppres 


mittee of Ways and Means, to which was referred 
'| the Senate bill authorizing the payment of interest 
upon the advances made by the State of Alabama 
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es ian of the Creek Indian hostilities of 1836 and had so long slept upon her rights. Did she not | the elaim of his State. He regretted their course— 
5 1837 in Alabama, and for other purposes, reported | know, when she made hier other settlenfents, that not that he cared for the points of order raised — 
the same back to the House with an amendment, her present claim was due? 4f she did, why has they could not be sustained—but they indicated a 
tion which was read. ae it been held up or neglected so long? Can the determination to refer this bill to the state of the 
Lills Mr. CHAPMAN said this bill included a pro- gentleman from Maryland point to any bill or Union, which, at this stage of the session, and, 
nd yision in which several other States as well as Ala- — proposiuon which any of Maryland’s represent- — with the special orders now on the calendar, he 
ani hama were interested, As passed by the Senate, atives had brought forward for wt? Ifso, he would considered fatal to it. Those gentlemen seemed to 
it authorized a settlement of the accounts of sev- like to see it. ltis only brought forward in this think that Alabama should hold up and take her 
ad. eral States for expenditures made during the late instance, as an amendment to the bill for the benefit chances with the other States in a general bill. 
war with Great Britain. It would be recollected of Alabama. It underwent no supervision or ex- Such had not been the practice of Congress on this 
ohy by the Honse, that there were some outstanding amination of any committee of the Senate, as he — subject; and why, he asked, should they desire to 
questions of considerable interest and importance | understood it. It had been unanimously rejected defeat Alabama, because they are not included in 
ivex between several of the States of this Union and | by the Committee of W ays and Means of this the same bill? Admitting their claims to be just 
the General Government, for expenditures made House; and now he put it to the gentleman from | and proper ones against this Government, does 
of by them during the war of 1872. Maryland was) Maryland, whether Alabama was to be embar- | that show that because they are not paid, therefore 
one of those States. The Treasurer of Maryland | rassed, aud her bill defeated, because, unfortu- | a claim due to another State, and acknowledged on 
Sec- and the Treasury Department of the General Gov- | nately, Maryland had thought proper to atlempt | all sides to be just, should also be defeated? He 
ernment, for several years had been endeavoring | to put her claim in the same bill? He hoped not. thought net. His rule was to do all the good he 
int to adjust upon principles of equity the differences | He appealed to the Representatives of Maryland — could; and if he could pay one just claim he would 
reve existing between them, The bill which had passed | to let their case stand upon its own merits—make — do it, and pay the others as they might be brought 
he Senate contained a provision which autho- | it out by collecting and presenting to Congress the | forward and examined. j 
rized the settlement of these accounts on principles | fucts—let Congress see and know whether it is He had nat gone fully into the origin of the ad- 
of equity. He understood the amendment report- | just or unjust; but do not delay or deteat Alaba- — vances of Alabama; they were made from the hizh- 
ed, and now before the House, precluded the set- | ma, because your own claim is not ready to be | est considerations of patriotism; they were made 
tlement of any of these accounts except those of , heard, or your case is not made out. As he had to clothe and feed and sustain the troops called out 
the State of Alabama. If he was misinformed, | been able to understand the claim of Maryland, it by the Government of the United States in 1836 
_ he hoped the gentleman from Alabama would cor- |) was nota claim for interest m truth, on an item and in 1837, during the Creek Indian hostilities, 
‘ rect him. advanced or loaned to the United States, and which || and under circumstances and at atime which made 
ca The bill and amendment having been read athis | had not been taken into the account in her former — it fall with peculiar hardship upon the State, and 
or request, Mr. C. moved to refer them to the Com- settlement with this Government; but it was an | which should recommend it the more urgently to 
ble mittee of the WwW hole on the state of the Union. |, effort to open the former settlement, and calculate the favorable consideration and speedy action of 
” Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said the bill as |) interest upon a different principle than the one | this Government. The State had already been a 
by originally brought forward, applied alone to the | adopted in the first settlement, and in that way in- | heavy loser in the transaction. The rigid rules 
so State of Alabama; but, by an amendment which crease the amount. He had made these remarks, adopted by the department here had excluded 
the was made in the Senate, upon motion of aSenator |, not with a view to show that Maryland’s claim | several thousand dollars, because the vouchers 
“ from Maryland, it was extended so as to apply to | was unjust, or that it should not be allowed; but could not be properly arranged and authenticated; 
™ all of the States which had made advances in the tor the purpose of showing that it was not in @ the State had paid and must lose that money. She 
ser fare war with Great Britain, The Committee ot condition to be acted upon now by Congress— had had an agent here and at home for several 
sat Ways and Means (of the House) were unani- | that it was a contested, disputed claim—and if | years, under pay, preparing the vouchers and pre- 
“ mously opposed to incorporating in this bill any persisted in, as an amendment to this bill, that it | senting them to Congress; that had cost her thou- 
ae general provision bringing up all of the loans and | would inevitably defeat it, for the present at least. sands of doilars, This bill had been reported 
wr advances made by the various States to the Gov- | The claim of Alabama was not disputed. [ts jus- favorably upon in the Senate several times, and 
ot ernment during the war of 1812. | ce and the necessity of its speedy payment had he could but believe it would be promptly paid. 
ld The most, if not all of those States had received | been acknowledged by & unammmous report of the | Upon the very fund out of which Alabama ad- 
a interest on their advances; but, in every instance, Finance Committee of the Senate, as well as its | vanced the money for this Government, she was 
tly without exception— so far a3 the committee could | unanimous passage through that body. ‘The same || now paying interest to this Government. Alabama 
4 ascertuin—the interest was paid under a special | was true in regard to itin the Committee of Ways | had borrowed money of the United States, which 
ea enietment of Congress, for the particular State and Means of this House. ‘That committee had | formed a part of her banking capital. Upon that 
o. making the application, By examination, it would | not only stricken out the claim of Maryland with- | she pays interest to this Government, as the agent 
ied be found that New York, New Jersey, Delaware, | out a dissenung voice, but ithad also unanimously — of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians. Out of her 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Maryland, and, he | agreed to the claim of Alabama, and authorized | banks she drew money and advanced for the United 
sate believed, every one of the States that had advanced || him to ask the House to pass it forthwith, without | States; and all she wants is to obtain, to get back 
- money for, or loaned money to, the Uunted States, | any other reference of it to any other committee. the very interest she has paid and ia now paying 
ald had received interest for it, under a special act, in || Mr. GEN RY asked the gentleman from Ala- to the United States. He hoped that the opposi- 
oe each case, | bama (Mr. Houston] if he did not perceive that tion would be withdrawn, and the bill passed. 
aie, _ In 1826 Maryland had received over $66,500 of | he was furnishing un argument which goes con- | Let justice be done; he asked no more; Alabama 
- interest upon an advance of some $292,000; and, | clusively to show the propriety of referring this | wanted nothing else. 
if his memory had not failed him, he believed two || matter to the Commitee of the Whole on the state The motion to commit was agreed to. 
acts had already been passed for her benefit. He |) of the Union, where it could alone be discussed? A PERSONAL MATTER. 
x, did not intend now te discuss the merits of the He asked gentlemen who w ere interested in this The SPEAKER pro tem. presented to the Honse 
claim brought forward by Maryland. His object |} matier to allow it to be referred, and to reserve all eT fi! C ie Will R: 
was to let each case stand or fall upon its own |! discussion for the Committee of the Whole on the || & communication from Vaptain Wiliam Kamsay, 
—. , f the United States navy, stating that in the pro- 
merits. Alabama needed no prop in this mater, | state of the Union, where they could make their °F" rr oe 
Ap- further than fairness and justic quired from her |) expositivn of facts and submit their arguments. ceedings of the House on the 13th instant, as re- 
 Caurnees and justice requires trom her I Sp nae vorted in the National Intelligencer, he found that 
sister States. Her claim was a just one; and all |) Mr. ASHMUN mquired if this will did not) | Pe ’ Sy hich ‘ediiadanl 
on sie wanted was, that it should be adjudicated— | make an appropriation? a petition had been presented which reflected on 
igrilia ygiey . J cere . re his character, in relation to which he submitted a 
st- that Congress should new hear it. iu her case, |) Mr. HOUSTON replied that it did. : , . 
lly the facts were Lefure the House. There could be |) Mr. ASHMUN then inquired if it must not Spee tr ie eat ei ciat o 
en no fear of legislating in the dark. It was very | necessarily yo to the Committee of the Whole on al eens oe see the f Se ‘wn Bad aon 
eG fully made out. Such had been the universal and |, the state of the Union? | BAIOArT Fee, en a a 5s 
. atl “opr > as | dispensed with, and it was referred to the Commit- 
not uninterrupted practice of Congress heretofore with || The SPEAKER pro tem. said it must, unless)” I Nav LAE. wha rcp a kat separa gs 
the other States; and be asked the same for Ala- || the House should suspend the rules, or, by unani- re nod . o airs, oo p , 
the bama. Such was not the case with Maryland’s || mous consent, allow the bill to be put upon us | os ae a a abe ae : 
Ys one claim. She had presented us no facts. 1 passage. COMMANDER DEKAY 8 CLAIM. 
ey Her case (if any she has) was not made out; and || Mr. HOUSTON, in the course of some further Mr. McDOWELL moved a suspension of the 
ay twas unfair for her to attempt to fasten it to a || explanations, said he thought, if gentlemen were rules, to enable him to offer the following resolu- 
m- case so clear and so eminently just, and deserving || acquainted with the facts, they would not resist | tion: 
om of the speedy action of Congress as was that of || his application. Resolved, That the House report, with its accompanying 
of Alabama. 1 Mr. ASHMUN must still insist on his point of | joint resviation, authorizing the avcounting officers of the 
as In 1826 Maryland was allowed her interest. || order—not because he wished to prejudice the bill, | Measwy Sctal nia’ uy Gee canta *\ ated Senee 
the She in that year had two settlements, or partial |, for he had no doubt it had merits; but the 133d rule ship Macedonian, on her recent voyage to Ireland and Scot- 
settlements, with this Government for interest— || of the House required that all proceedings touch- | land, be made the special order of the day for Saturday, the 
m- the last one in December of that year—more than || ing appropriations of money shall be firstdiscussed 24th instant, and so coutinue until disposed of. 
ed ten years after the close of the war; and ifagreater || in Commuttee of the Whole. On this motion Mr. FICKLIN demanded the 
itil Sum was then due to her, why did she not collect | Mr. STEPHENS said the uniform practice of yeas and nays. 
oud it? why did she not bring in her claim for it? why || the House had been not to allow a discussion on Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, made a point of order 
did she not demand it? We were bound to pre- || the merits of a measure which the rule required | as to the motion in reference to a bill which was 
sume that she received at that time all she claimed. H should be first discussed in Committee of the | still in Committee of the Whole. ~ 
a Her settlement was of record. Again: It had been || Whole. The motion of the gentleman from Ala- Mr. FICKLIN inquired whether this was not 
‘ed More than the third of a century since the advance | bama {Mr. Houston] was not now in order with- | a bill, in fact, for the relief of Commander DeKay? 
oat Was made upon which she now claims interest, || out a suspension of that rule, _ | whether this was nota private bill? and whether 
= and almost a quarter of a century since her former | Mr. HOUSTON said he could not well be in- | the motion was anything else than an attempt to 
a Settlement with this Government was made for || duced to believe that those gentlemen who had | take up a private bill out of its order, and in pref- 
il 


‘nterest. And he would like to know why she 


made the points of order on him were hostile to || erence to hundreds of others equally meritorious? 
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Mr. McDOWELL frankly acknowledged that 
this was a bill for the relief of Commander De- 
Kay, and that his object was to get immediate ac- 
tion by the House upon that bill. 

A debate on order ensued, in which Messrs. 
FICKLIN, McCLELLAND, SIMS, JONES of 
Tennessee, CABELL, and others, took part, and 
which resulted ina refusal by the House to sus- 
pend the rules, 

MEMORIAL OF CHICAGO CONVENTION. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, demanded the 
order of the day; and the CHAIR stated that order 
to be the calling of the States for memorials and 

rectitions, 

Thee il} be ng re sumed at the State of Hlinois, 
and that State having been called— 

Mr. WENTWORTH presented the memorial 
of the Clicagwo Convention in behalf of river and 
harbor improvements, and moved that it be read 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
yrinted. 

Mr. LIUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
advocated with much earnestness the motion to 
print, basing his argument, Ist, on the great and 
vital importance of the subject to the interests of 
the American people—a more important paper had 
not, he observed, come before Congress for many 
years; and 2d, on the distinguished ability with 
which it had been drawn up. It contained an ar- 


gument on the constitutional power of this Govern- 
mentover the navigation of the country and the im- 
— of its rivers and harbors, which would 


ve found unanswerable. It had been prepared by 
a gentleman who had rendered, in various eminent 
stations of pubhe trust, very important services to 
the country and the Government. This formed an 
additional reason why the memorial should receive 
the respectful attention of the House. But, more 
than all, this respect was due to the occasion which 
called forth this eloquent and cogent expression of 
enlichtened public opinion, The paper came from 
a Convention assembled at Chicago for the express 
urpose of taking these subjects into consideration. 
. that distineutshed assemblage of the people, rep- 
resentatives were present from eighteen States of 
this Umion, and this memorial embodied the senti- 
ments of that body in regard to the obligation of 
the General Goverament to provide for the im- 
brovement of the rivers and harbors of the Union. 

lany States were represented in that Convention 
by very large delegations; and the unanimity with 
which they agreed on the adoption of this memo- 
rini was evidence of the deep hold which this ques- 
tion had taken on the public mind. Greatanxiety 
prevailed that the subject should receive the speedy 
action of Congress, and it was certainly a just and 
reasonable expectation, and one which the House 
could not re Spot etfully disregard. 

Several bills had been reported from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors, but none of them had yet been taken 
up; nor had any motion succeeded to suspend the 
rules for their consideration, nor had they been 
made the special order of the day. But the ex- 
pression of public opinion was general and em- 
phatic, and it would prove irresistible. 

It was no answer to say that the Executive had 
refused his sanction to bills on this subject. The 
people did not inquire what the President would 
or would not do; they expected and they demand- 
ed that their representatives should do their duty. 


Gentlemen were called on by the necessities of 


their country, and they would find that that coun- 
try would not be satisfied if the duty was not done. 
The opposition of the Executive was but a tem- 
porary snag, which would shortly be removed by 
the force of popular opinion. In the hope that the 
House would speedily act on this memorial, and 
adopt sadsfactory measures on the whole subject, 
Mr. H. would conclude by moving the previous 
question. 

The call for the previous question was seconded 
by the House. The previous question was there- 
upon put and carried, and the main question being 
on referring the memorial to the Committee on 
Commerce and ordering 1 to be printed, it was de- 
etded in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Me srs. Adaws, Ashinun, Barrow, Belcher, Bing- 
ham, Blanchard, Brady, Buckner, Cabell, Canby, Chap- 
man, Cocke, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Cristield, 
Crowell, Crozier, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, Dickinson, 
Donnell, Duer, Daniel Dancan, Garnett Duncan, Dann, 
Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Frecdley, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Gou, Gregory, Grinnell, 
Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hawpton, 
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Heuley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Inger 
soll, Jenkins, Kellogg,” Thomas B. King, Dantel P. King, 
Labo, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Letiler, 
Levin, Linecotn, Lynde, Maelay, MeClietland, McTivaine, 


Job Mann, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Morris, | 


Murphy, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Nicoll, Oudaw, Peck, Petrie, 
Pettit, Pollock, Preston, Richey, Rockhill, Juhus Rockwell, 


John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rumsey, St. Jolin, Sehenck, | 


Shepperd, Shernall, Silvester, Shingerland, Caleb B. Smith, 


Robert Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, } 
Charles EF. Stuart. Strohm, Strong, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thi- | 


bodeaux, James Thompson, Richard W. ‘Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, William Thompson, Tompkins, ‘Toombs, 


‘Vuck, Turner, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wil- | 


mot, and Wilson—l2 


NAYS—Meeers. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Birdsall, Bow- | 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Wiliam G. Brown, Chase, | 
Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, | 


Danic!, Featherston, Ficklin, French, Fries, Fulton, Gog- 
gin, Green, Hammons, Haralson, Harris, Hill, George 3. 


Houston, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johuson, | 
George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Ligon, Lumpkin, |} 


MeClernand, McDowell, McKay, Miller, Morse, Peasiee, 
Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Sawyer, Sims, Smart, Thomas, 


Jacob’ Thompson, Thurston, Venable, Wallace, Wick, || 


Wiley, Williams, and Woodward—o6. 
So the memorial was referred and ordered to be 
printed. 
DUTIES ON LUXURIES. 
Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved a 


suspension of the rules, to enable him to offer the | 


following resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat the Committee of Ways aud Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
increasing the duties on foreign luxuries of all kinds, and on 
such foreign manutactures as are now coming inte rulmous 
competition with Amerean labor. 


‘The question on the suspension of the rules was |, 


decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 


Y RAS—Messrs. Adams, Ashinun, Barrow, Beleher, Blan- 
chard, Brady, Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, | 
Crstield, Crowell, Crozier, Cuamuins, Dickey, Donnell, | 
Duer, Daniel Dunean, Eckert, Rdwards, Embree, Nathan | 
Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Fiournoy, Freedley, Gayle, Gid- | 


dings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. 


Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hamipton, Henry, Elias B. | 
Hotlines, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph | 
R. fngersoll, Jenkins, Kehogg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel | 


P. King, William T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, Mclivaine, 


Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, | 


Newail, Qudaw, Peck, Pollock, Preston, Julius Rockwell, 


Jolin A. Rockwell, Roman, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, | 
Shepperd, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, | 


Truman Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, 
Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Richard W. Thompson, 
Tompkins, Vinton, Warren, and Wilson—®6. 


NAYS—Mes-srs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bird- i} 


sall, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, William G. 
Brown, Catheart, Chase, Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Darling, Dickinson, Dunn, 
Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, French, Fries, Fulton, Green, 


Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Hill, George S. Houston, || 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W, Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Kautman, Kennon, Lahin, Leffler, Ligon, Lumpkin, 


Lynde, Maclay, MeCielland, MeCiernand, McDowell, Me- 


Kay, Job Mann, Meade, Morris, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, | 
Peasiec, Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rhett, | 


Richey, Rockhill, Sawyer, Sims, Sinmart, Robert Smith, 


Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Thomas, Janes ‘Thompson, Jacob | 
Thompson, William Thompson, Turner, Venable, Wallace, | 
Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Wood- | 


ward—e2. 


Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 


rules were not suspended. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved the following resolu- | 


tion, which was adopted: 
Resolved, That when the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn 


to meet at ten o’clock a.m. to-morrow ; and that hereafter | 
the hour of the daily meetings of the House shall be ten | 


o’clock a. m., unless otherwise ordered by the House. 


INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES. 


On motion of Mr. MURPHY, the House pro- | 
ceeded to consider the bill to regulate the exchange | 
of certain documents and other publications of |! 


Congress. 


Mr. MURPHY said, the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union had been dis- | 


charged from the further consideration of this bill 


aome days since, and after it had come into the | 


House it had been passed over informally upon 


an objection raised by the gentleman from North | 
Carolina, [Mr. McKXay;] the gentleman had since | 
examined the bill, and had therefore withdrawn | 


his objection. He hoped the bill would be passed 
without delay. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, demanded 


the previous question, 


Mr. McKAY (the demand for the previous ques- | 


tion being withdrawn at his request, and on pledge 
of its renewal) said, he had objected to the bill 


under the impression that it interfered more ma- | 


terially with the provisions of the act of 1846 (the 
tariff act) than he now found it did. He therefore 
waived his objection on this point. 
, another point which he did think somewhat im- 


But there was | 


June 19, 


" ' 
| portant; he hoped the friends of the bil! would 


modify it in this respect. It gave authority ty the 
Library Committee indefinitely for all time tocon a 
tu appoint these agents, without limitation ¢ 
as to time or to salaries. He moved to add aq pro 
viso, that this act shall continue in force two ye fl 
and no longer; and renewed the demand (or the 
previous question, 
Mr. MURPHY, (Mr. Tompson having further 
_ waived the demand for the previous question, o 
pledge by Mr. M. of its renewal,) for the purpose 
of meeting the objection of his friend from North 
| Carolina, moved to insert in the third section § 4), 
line the words ‘‘ageney and,” so that it should 
read that this two thousand dollars should be ay. 
propriated for that purpose. Hf there was no other 
appropriation made fer these agencies, it was per. 
fectly evident there could be no such authority 
exercised by the Library Committee to bind this 
| House. 
He was asked why he objected to this Proviso 
to limit the operation of the bill to two years, He 
_ replied, that this was or was nota valuable agency 
for the States and the General Government. The 
Library Committee were of opinion, and he doubted 
not a majority of the House were of the opinion 
that it was one of the greatest objects that could 
command the attention of Congress, having jn 
view, he might say, the fraternization of nations: 
| making them acquainted with each other’s Jaws 
and institutions. It merely provided that there 
might be sent from this country to Europe, and 
received from the nations of Europe, the laws and 
public reeords of each other. That was not ay 
object for two years; he hoped it might be con- 
tinued for all time. If it should prove in the course 
of two years to work ill, Congress would have it 
in its power, and could repeal it. 
Mr. McKAY, (in his seat.) 
we can renew it. 
Mr. MURPHY. If it works ill, we can repeal 
it. I renew the demand for the previous question, 
The demand for the previous question was see- 
| onded, and, under its operation, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed, and was read a third time 
| and passed. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 


| Mr. CROWELL, by general consent, intro- 
| duced the following bill, of which previous notice 
had been given, to repeal the first section of an act 
concerning the District of Columbia, approved 
February 27, 1801, and for other purposes: 


Be it enacted, §c., That the first section of an act concern 

ing the District of Columbia, approved February 27, A. D. 

| 1801, and all other aets and parts of acts that in any mauner 

interfere with, regulate, or sustain the institution of slavery 
in said District be, and they are hereby, repealed. 


TROOPS ENGAGED IN MEXICO. 


Mr. COCKE asked leave to introduce a resolu- 
tion directing the Committee on Printing to inquire 
into the expediency of printing 10,000 extra copies 
of Executive document No. 62, as revised and cor- 
rected by the Adjutant General, being a report 
from that officer, showing the number of United 
States troops that have been engaged in the war 

_with Mexico; the number-who have been killed, 
died of wounds, &c, It was objected to. 

Mr. C. then moved a suspension of the rules, 
to enable him to offer the resolution: Yeas 92, 
nays 43; two-thirds'voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were suspended, and the resolution was re- 
ceived, and under the operation of the previous 
question (moved by Mr. C.) it was agreed to. 


The motion submitted several day since by Mr. 
Rockwe.t, of Connecticut, to reconsider the vote 
7 which leave was granted for the withdrawal 
of the petition and papers in the case of the legal 
representatives of John Johnson, was taken up; 
and, after a briefconversation between Mr. ROCK- 
WELL and Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, was, un- 
der the operation of the previous question, agreed 
to. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. TAYLOR moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of House bill extending the time for locating Virginia mili- 
tary land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the 
General Land Office, and that tse same be put upon 16 


passage. 
| The question being put, there were—ayes 87, 
‘| noes 22—a quorum not voting. 
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Mr. VENABLE moved a call of the House. 
Lost. “ . 
The question on suspending the rules was again 
put, and there were ayes 96, noes 29. ; 
Two-thirds having voted in the affirmative, the 
rules were suspended, and the resolution was read 
and agreed to. ' 

The House then took up the bill extending the 
time for locating Virginia military land warrants, 
7 TAYLOR explained the provisions of the 
pill, and urged its immediate passage. He said, 
as it was merely a local measure, which could not 
injurious to any other portion of the Union, he 
could not suppose there would be any serious op- 
sition to it. Ut related to that part of the State 
of Ohio known as the Virginia military district of 
Ohio, lying between the Scioto river, the Little 
Miami, and the river Ohio, embracing some four | 
pillions of acres or more. That district, when 
the cessions of public land were made to the Uni- 
ted States, was reserved by Virginia for her offi- | 
cers and soldiers ef the continental army who | 
served in the revolutionary war. ‘The greater part 
of that land had been surveyed and located, leaving 
but some two hundred thousand acres of very in- 
ferior quality, Which was particularly described in 
the annual report of the Commissioner of the Land | 
Office, in document No 2 of the present session. 
fhese two hundred thousand acres of land were 
the only remaining public Jands in the State of 
Ohio Uiat were unsurveyed, and unless this bill 
were passed, the public land office at Chilicothe | 
would be closed. In fact, it had been suspended 
since the first of January last for want of author- | 
ity, which had been renewed repeatedly during |, 
tle last twenty years, to extend the time to sur- | 
vey and locate those lands. The last act of that | 
character was passed in the month of August, 1844, | 
extending the time to the Ist of January, 1848; | 
but still there were some portions remaining un- 
surveyed and not located, for which the authority 
of this bill was necessary. ‘The passage of this | 
bill would work no injustice to anybody. It was 
not for Ohio alone that he asked for the passage 
of this measure, for it would extend the right to || 
locate land warrants to those who held them, | 
whether they resided in Virginia, Kentucky, Ohio, | 
or any other State. And surely they ought to be 
allowed this privilege. After fully explaining his 


be 


object, and making some allusions to another || 


measure in which the gentleman from Virginia | 
{Mr. Gocer] took some interest, he said he was 
unwilling to consume the time of the House at 
greater length than was necessary. He was not 
in the habit of occupying much of its time, and he 
was opposed to long speeches anywhere. At this 
late period of the session, they had better act than 
talk. He therefore moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and, under the operation | 
thereof, the following amendment, moved by Mr. 
Tayior on the 3d of May last, was agreed to, 
viz: 





Sec. 2. That the same right and privilege is hereby also | 
extended for the same time to all such warrants as have 
issued subsequent to said tenth day of August, A. D. 1841; 
provided, that before the location thereof, it shall be shown 
to the satisfaction of the Comnrissioner of the General 
Land Office that sueh warrant was issued justly and Jegally, 
aud that the person who feceived said warrant was legally 
entitled to the same. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and, 


being engrossed, was read a third time and pass- 
ed. 


BOUNTY LAND CLAIMS. ! 


_Mr. COLLAMER offered the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Waole on the state 
of the Union be discharged trom the further consideration 
of the House bill extending the tine for satisfying claims 
for bounty lands and for other purposes, and that the same 
be now considered and disposed of. 





_Mr. C. explained the necessity of passing this 
bill; otherwise, many holders of military land war- 
rants would not be able to locate them. 

Mr. CUMMINS, Mr. McCLERNAND, and | 
Mr, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, also made some 
remarks on this bill; the latter gentleman moving 
the previous question, which was seconded; and, 
under the operation thereof, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed, and, being engrossed, was read a 
third time and passed. 

A motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was passed was laid on the table. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i] prepnens a memorial for Congress. 


| 
| 
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POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS. 
Mr. GOTT moved a suspension of the rules, to 


| enable him to offer a resolution to discharge the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the bill to regulate the postage on newspapers 
and for other purposes, and that the said bill be 


| put upon its passage. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said, that as he believed 
no further business of importance to the country 
would be done this day, he would move that the 
House do now adjourn. Lost. 

The question was then put on the suspension of 
the rules by yeas and nays, and there were yeas 
129, nays 26. 

Two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended, and the resolution received. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. Lost. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved the 
previous question; which was seconded, and, un- 
der the operation thereof, the resolution was agreed 
to. 
The House then proceeded to consider said bill. 
Mr. BRODHEAD moved to amend the bill by 
inserting the words ‘‘county or within,” in the 
first, second, and third sections of the bill, so as 
to allow all newspapers to pass free through the 
mail within the county or within thirty miles of the 
office of publication. 

Mr. B. also moved the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, suggested to the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bropueap] that he should accept a modification 


, of his amendment so as to allow of all newspapers 


passing free of postage when mailed to any place 
within the Congressional district in which they 
are or shall be published. But he refused to ac- 
cept the modification suggested. 

Mr. BEDINGER moved an adjournment of the 
House. Lost. 

The previous question was then seconded; and, 
under the operation thereof, the amendment was 
agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved a re- 
consideration of the last vote; which motion was 
laid on the table. 


Mr. FRENCH asked leave to offer a resoluiion 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from the consideration of Sen- 
ate bill to repair the dam at the head of Cumber- 
land Island, in the Ohio river, and that said bill be 
put upon its passage. Objection being made— 

Mr. F. moved a suspension of the rules, to ena- 
ble him to offer the resolution; but before any vote 
| was taken, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, June 19, 1848. 


Mr. WEBSTER rose and said, it was known 
to the Senate that in the course of the last year a 
convention had assembled at Chicago, in Illinois, 
| to take into consideration the subject of the im- 
provement of our lakes and harbors, particularly 
of those in the western States. That convention 
adopted a series of resolutions, and appointed a 
committee, which was charged with the duty of 
That duty 
ad been performed, and the task of presenting 
| that memorial had been devolved on him. All he 
| could say concerning the memorial was, that it was 
a highly respectable paper. It appeared to him to 
| be marked with much ability. It presented a sub- 
ject for consideration in which there was a well- 
Sao diversity of opinion in Congress. He had 
looked over the Journals for an analogous case by 
which he might be directed as to the course he 
ought to take in the disposition of this paper; and 
he had found the proceeding on the subject of the 
Memphis Convention, which took place in 1846. 
Both the memorials of these conventions were im- 





ent in their views. The Memphis memorial was 
presented by the honorable Senator from South 
| Carolina, [Mr. Carnoun,] who moved its refer- 
| ence to a select committee of five members. He 


- 


| 
} 


this paper. 


portant and able papers, although they were differ- | 


would, therefore, propose a similar disposition of | 
i 
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the Presiding Officer, and that it be printed. The 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he might be induced, at 
some ether time, to move for the printing of an 
extra number of copies, as was done in the case of 
the Memphis memorial. 

The following was announced by the Chair as 
the committee: Messrs. Wessrer, Davis of Mis- 


| Sissippi, Breese, Jounson of Maryland, and Bor- 


LAND, 

Mr. WEBSTER also presented a petition from 
Charles Colburn, asking payment for the fall term 
of his enlistment in the navy of the United States. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition from the in- 
habitants of Rosendale, Wisconsin, remonstrating 
against granting land to Mr. Whitney for the con- 
struction of a road from Lake Michigan to the Pa- 
cific Ocean; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. LEWIS presented a petition from delegates 


| of the Creek nation, asking Congress to pass an 


act for the adjustment of their unsettled business; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from cit- 
izens of New York, complaining of the Camden 
and Amboy railroad, and asking that Congress 
will establish a post route between Philadelphia 
and New York; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition from 
Captain Paynes, of a company of Florida volun- 
teers, for pay; which was referred to the Commit- 

| tee on Military Affairs. 
|. Mr. ‘'TURNEY presented a petition from the 
late Choctaw commissioners, praying the allow- 
| ance of mileage for travel while in tie discharge of 
their duties; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported House bill for the relief of 
| Joseph Perry, a Choctaw Indian, or his assigns, 

without amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, Senate bill to 

regulate trade and intercourse with Indian tribes 
residing within the limits of the State of Texas, 
| with an amendment. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, made a report recommend- 
ing that the Senate concur in the amendment by 
the House to the bill for the relief of David Shaw 

and Solomon T. Corser; which was agreed to. 

| Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, reported a bill to regulate the trial of issues 
| in the District of Columbia; which was read a first 
| time. 

| Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 
| Claims, made an adverse report on House bill for 

the relief of Thomas B. Graham. 
Mr. WESTCOTT also, from the same com- 


| mittee, made an adverse report on House bill for 
‘| the relief of James Porterfield’s legal representa- 
|| tives. 


i| Mr. WESTCOTT also, from the Committee on 


| the Judiciary, reported Senate bill for the relief 
| of Gamaliel- Taylor, late marshal of the State of 
| Indiana, and his sureties, with an amendment. 

| Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on the Pub- 


| lie Lands, reported a bill granting to the State of 


| Missouri the right of way and a donation of public 
| lands for making a railroad connecting the town of 


'| St. Joseph, on the Missouri river, with the town 


of Hannibal, on the Mississippi river, with ac- 
| companying documents; which was ordered to be 


| printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
| Claims, reported Louse bill for the relief of Al- 
| borne Allen, without amendment. 


| RESOLUTIONS. 
| Mr. DOWNS submitted the following: 


Resolved, That a member leaving the Senate, shall, nei- 


|| ther directly nor indirectly, assign bis seat to another, and 


| that the vacant seats shall be assigned by the President, from 
a list kept for that purpose, and according to the date of tie 

| reeord of their names. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, submitted the 

| following: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the 
| Senate of the whole number of officers now employed in 
| and about the castom-house of the United States in the city 
| of Baltimore, with the compensation aliowed to each; and 

that he also inform the Senate what was the number of such 


He moved its reference to a select || officers at the same custom-house on the 4th of March, 1845, 


committee of five members, to be appointed by |) and the compeusation allowed each. 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, in pursuance of 
notice, obtained leave to bring in a joint reselution 
to authorize the adjudication of certain Indian 
claims onder the act of 23d of August, 1842. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to postpone the pre- 
vious orders, to take up the bill to amend the act 
entitled “* An act forthe regulation of seamen on 
board the pubhie and private ve ssels of the United 
States,”’ 

Mr. DICKINSON stated that the object of this 
bill was to enable those individuals who had not 
been able to perfect their letters of naturalization, 
In consequence of being compelied to be absent 
from the United States since the notification of 
their intention, to obtain relief. He had been for 
four years trying to get this bill through, and if 
there was opposition, he must ask for the yeas and 
jays on his motion, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked whether the bill 
proposed that the time an individual might: be ab- 
sent fyom the United States, was to be made up by 
subsequent residence, prior to the granung of the 
certificate? 

Mr. DICKINSON replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BREESE said that if the applicant for nat- 
uralization should be called out of the United 
States, and remain abroad four years and eleven 
months, that time would not be counted. 

Mr. CALHOUN referred to another bill on the 
subject of naturalization, which had been intro- 
duced, and thought st would be advisable to have 
the whole subject before the Senate at the same 
time. Tle would therefore prefer that this bill be 
informally passed over. 

Mr. WESTCOTT was opposed to the bill, and 
gave some reasons which were inaudible, from his 

yosition under the gallery. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the law as it would 
stand afier the passage of this bill, which required 
that the five years’ residence should be completed. 
if the applicant for a certificate were absent any 
part of that time, it would remain for the court to 
decide whether that absence was sufficient to pre- 
vent the issuing of the certificate. As the law now 
stands, if any person, after notifying his intention 
to become a citizen, sets his foot out of the United 
States, he must go through the full term of five 
years’ residence again. Under this bill, he may 
be called away for a short period by business, but 
having filed his desire to become naturalized, the 
court may decide that there is no sufficient reason 
for his going again over the whole term of proba- 
tion. 

The bill was then considered, and read a third 
time and passed. 


SUPREME COURT. 

Mr. BADGER moved to postpone the prior 
orders, and to take up the bill to promote the de- 
spatch of business in the Supreme Court, and to 
repeal the second section of the act approved June 
17, 1844, entitled * An act concerning the Supreme 
Court of the United States.”’ 

The motion having been agreed to, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of 
the Whole. The bill was reported without amend- 
ment, and ordered to a third reading. The bill 
was then read a third time. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed until to-morrow. 


SOUTHERN MAIL. 

Mr. PEARCE moved to postpone the prior 
orders, and to take up the joint resolution requi- 
ring the Postmaster General to renew the contract 
with the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac 
Railroad and Steamboat Company for the trans- 
portation of the great southern mail, as follows: 

Resolved, &c., That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and required to renew the arrangement 
heretofore existing for the transportation of the great south- 
ern mail by the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac 


Railroad and Steamboat Company, at a price net greater than 
that which was paid by the present Postmaster General tor 


the transportation of said mail upto the month of July, 1847. | 


Mr. ATHERTON hoped the Indian appropria- 
tion bill would be taken up. 

Mr. BERRIEN hoped the joint resolution would 
be taken up, as the public convenience was now 
suffering in consequence of the delay in the trans- 
portation of the mail. 

The motion was then agreed to: Ayes 16, 
noes 14. . 

The joint resolution was then taken up for con- 
sideration as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD thought the joint resolu- | 





tion ought to be so amended as to contain a pro- 
vision for the payment of the proprietora of the 
ine of staves employed by the Postmasier General 
tor the damage they will sustain by the withdraw- 
ing of their contract. 

Mr. PEARCE considered the amendment un- 
necessary, because the general rule, under the law 
whieh authorizes the Postmaster General to rescind 
a contract, is to allow the contractors a reasonable 
allowance for damages. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD suggested that this rule 
applied to the ordinary transactions of the depart- 
ment, and would pot apply to any case of special 
legislation by Congress. In this case, the propri- 
etors of the staves had made arrangements for a 
long service, and it would be unjust to leave them 
with a large number of horses, &c.,on hand. The 
amendment, even if useless, could not be mjurious 

Mr. PEARCE sull maintained that the amend- 
ment Was unnecessary. 

Mr. NILES said there was great inconvenience 
experienced from the present arrangements of the 
department, and he understood that no saving had 
been effected. Stull he felt very rehuctant to sanc- 
hon any act which would diminish the force of the 
law which establishes the maxtmum of compen- 
sation to railroad companies. “This joint resoluuion 
virtually sets aside the existing law, and on this 
ground he objected to the resoluuon, 

‘The amendment was then negatived. 

Mr. PEARCE briefly stated the history of the 
transaction between the Postmaster General and 
the company. Ele then showed that the route now 
travelled by the mail was much longer than it was 
when the mail was conveyed by the steamboat and 
railroad; and the delay in the transmission of let- 
ters and the transportauion of passengers was very 
much mereased by the new arrangement. The 
cost to the public, also, was heavier by some thou- 
sands than it was by the steamboat route. He 
referred to the Journals in order to show in what 
cases and at what umes Congress had deemed it 
proper to interfere. 
to Richmond 1s now carried in two-horse wagons, 
atacostto the Government of fifteen thousand 
dollars. It was supposed by some, that, after the 
passage of this resolution, the different railroad 


compames would be crowding the department for | 
an increase of pay. He reminded the Senate, how- | 


ever, that this line of boats ran through the winter 


and summer, and was at the expense of keeping 


an tee-boat. 

Mr. BRADBURY suid that the department was 
exceedingly anxious to make a contract with this 
company, and had offered a fairprice: Hethought 


the effect of this resoluuon would be to throw the | 


Postinaster General at the feet of railroad compa- 
nies. Asa matter seriously affecting the public 
interests, we ought not to dispose of tltis resolu- 
tion hasuly. Application oayht tohave been made 
to the Legislature of Virginia to enforce the fine of 
five hundred doliars for every refusal to carry the 
mail, whenever the company had so refused. 

Mr. HUNTER corrected the Senator from 
Maine. The Legislature of Virginia had never 
authorized any such fine. 

Mr. BRADBURY was sorry it had not, and 
hoped we should adopt a wiser course. 

The resolution was reported; and the question 
being on the engrossment— 


Mr. HLALE expressed his hope that the resolu- | 


tion would not be passed, because it would be es- 
tablishing a dangerous precedent. It would induce 


other companies to come forward with demands | 
| for special contracts, and would subject the Gov- | 


ernment to constant impositions. He knew noth- 
ing about the merits of the controversy between 
the Postmaster General and the company, but he 
knew that great evils must result from passing this 
resolution, Companies travelling from Boston to 
the East would be sure to come forward for special 


; aid. 


Mr. BERRIEN said it was very evident that the 
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= 1, 
the Jocal mail and to the company now employed 
to transport the mail across the bay to Fredericks. 
burg, 

Mr. PEARCE showed the impropriety of the 
amendment, and read extracts from the corre 
ence between Mr. Robinson and the Pos: 
General, in order to disabuse the minds of Senators 
of any wrong impressions which may have been 
made on them. The effect of the amendmen: if 
agreed to, would be to destroy the resolution, The 
company could not be made legally or moral) 
lable for damages; and if not, it was certainly not 
very dignified to introduce such a PrOposition inio 
the resolution. 

Mr. BRADBURY vindicated his amendm 
and was replied to by Mr. PEARCE. 

Mr. YULEE said he should vote for the resoly. 
tion as it was reported, and against any amendment, 
The public had been a long time suffering under 
serious inconvenience from the derangement of the 
southern mail. At the beginning of the SESSION 
he was disposed to leave the matter in the hands 
of the Postmaster General, but as he had nevlected 
to suggest any remedy, he (Mr. Y.) would now 
vote to adopt the remedy suggested by the joing 


spond. 
Master 


ent, 


resolution. 


Mr. ALLEN objected to this interference of Con. 
gress with the contracts of a department. He eon- 
sidered ita dangerous innovation on the estal lished 
practice of the Government. Congress had passed 
a law regulating the rate of compensation to these 
railroad eompanies, and fixing a maximum which 
was liberal. And now Congress was called on to 
condemn the conduct of the department, and to 
turn the two Houses of Congress into a vault, ip 
which there shai] be a general scramble for the 
public money. He was opposed to feeding these 
greedy corporations from the public treasury. He 
wouid rather transmit the mail by engaging al} the 
bfooded horses in the Union to carry it speedily, 
than pay the exorbitant demands of these steam 
companies. 

Mr. MASON said that while he agreed in the 
general views taken by the Senator from Ohio, as 
to the impropriety of interposing the power of 
Congress between the departments and their con- 
tractors, he could not apply that principle to a case 
in which so many States were put to great incon- 
venience, and where commerce was thrown into 
confusion, for the purpose of saving a few thousand 
dollars. While the Postmaster General was so 
decided in his construction of the law, it was to be 
regretted that the opinion of the law officer was 
not communicated. He was disposed to believe 
that the construction put on it by the Postmaster 
General was wrong. The correspondence between 
the Postmaster General and the president of the 
company seemed to him to savor more of a per- 


sonal difference between the two individuals than 


of an argument on the case; and it was not of a 
sufficiently elevated character to enter into the 
deliberations of this body. He adverted to the 


| enlarged liberality which had been evinced by the 


Senator from New Hampshire had not looked into | 


the contract, and replied to his objections in a few 
words. 

Mr. RUSK also took ground against the Senator 
from Maine [Mr. Brapsury] and the Senator from 


New Hampshire, [Mr. Have,)} and advocated the 
resolution. 


Mr. BRADBURY reiterated his former objec- | 
tions to the resolution, and submitted an amend- | 
ment, providing that the company shall pay any || 
damages which may accrue to the proprietors of |; 





Virginia railroad companies in their conduct in 
conveying troops and munitions of war without 
charge, while large sums were expended for this 
purpose in other States, 

Mr. WESTCOTT was glad this discussion had 
taken place, because it enabled him to say some- 
thing about the inconvenience which the people of 
Florida had suffered from the want of a mail to 
Key West, and other parts of the State. He had 
just received a letter from the interior of Florida, 
which his correspondent had to ride thirty miles 
to put into the mail, and then it was forty days 
coming to hand. He would not vote for any ac- 
commodation to the middle States until the mail 
facilities were extended to Florida. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Beseedes. and it was decided in the neg- 
ative: Ayes 18, noes 27. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said he had 
voted against the amendment because he regarded 
itas preposterous. Hedid notexactly like the reso- 
lution, but he believed he should have to vote for it. 
He would be glad to see in what way the expenses 


could be diminished, without interfering with the 
| convenience of the public. He thought the idea of 


the Senator from Ohio as to running blood horses 
against steam would not answer. The only way 


| was to set up against steam horse another steam 


horse. 
Mr. HALE submitted an amendment, the object 
of which was not distinctly heard. 
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Mr. CAMERON defended railroad companies, | 
intaining that they had rendered great service 
«the country. They may be exorbitantly patd, 
st we have the Option to agree or to take another 
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and minority should be before the House at the 
same time. 

Mr. BEDINGER said he was ready to report 
now from the minority of the Committee on Public 
Expenditures. 

Mr. STROHM had been informed that the mi- 
nority would not present their report until to-mor- 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 20, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

yy ‘ ’ . 
The Crerk called the House to order this morn- 
ing atten o’clock—the time fixed for the future 
daily meetings—and stated that the sickness of the 
SPEAKER sull continued, and, as the time for which 


mata 


course. * 
bap. ALLEN made some further remarks on 
the extoruons practised by these companies, op- 


posing any concession to them, The railroads 
vaverse two-thirds of the country, as regards 
population, and will raise a flame unless we take a 
stand between them and the people, and show that 
‘hese companies are extorung money from the 
nockets of the people. If the companies referred 
«carry the mail, he would go before the people. 
i, was a question of taxes and intelligence. He 
would shew them that although the people would 
yay one dollar of tax for one dollar’s worth of 
intelligence, they would not pay five dollars of tax 
for one dollar’s worth of intelligence. He moved 
to lay the resolution on the table, and would ask 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ALLEN withdrew his motion, to enable 

Mr. PEARCE to show that the company in 
chis case did not make an exorbitant charge. ‘The 
dividends on their stock for ten years did not 
average more than three and a half per cent. So 
(hat they had not charged sufficient to swell their 
dividends, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD remarked that he was op- 
nosed to exorbitant demands on the Government, 
but he should vote for this resolution, because he 
had been assured that the charge in this case was 
moderate. He wished to say, that if he perceived 
avy danger of this resolution bringing all the rail- 
road companies to thrust in their demands, he | 
would not vote for it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, made a few ad- 
ditional observations in support of the resolution. 

Mr. HALE said that the Senator from Ken- 
wcky had declared he would vote for the resolu- 
tion under protest. The railroad companies would 
be glad of the vote, and would care little about 
the protest. Some persons, he recollected, voted 
the Polk and Dallas tucket under protest against 
certain measures. But they gave their vote, and 
took nothing by their protest. He would enter 
his protest in his vote. He made also some few 
remarks on what had fallen from the Senators 
from Massachusetts and Georgia. He moved to | 
lay the resolution on the table, and asked the yeas 
and nays on the question, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atehison, Atherton, Benton, Bor- 
land, Hradbury, Breese, Bright, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- 
son, Dix, Felch, Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Niles, Se- | 
bustian, ‘Turney, and Westeou—20. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Caineron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Downs, Greene, Hannegan, Hunter, Johnson of | 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, 
Lewis, Manguin, Mason, Miiler, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, and Yulee—29. 

Mr. HALE withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, then moved to | 
amend the bill by inserting a proviso that the com- 
pany owning the bay line and the James river line, 
now carrying the mail, shall relinquish their present | 
contract, without claiming any damages to be paid 
by the Post Office Department. \| 

On this question the yeas and nays were de- | 
manded, and the question was taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Jounson, and decided in the negative, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Borland, Brad- 
bury, Breese, Bright, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, 
Feici, Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Georgia, Niles, Se- 
bastian, Turney, and Westcott—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin,’ Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Massa- | 
chusetis, Downs, Greene, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Ma- | 
rylind, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, | 
Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Spruance, Sturgeon, Uuder- 
wood, and Yulee—27. 

_ The question was then taken on ordering the 
Joint resolution to be engrossed for a third reading, | 
and was decided in the affirmative. But on the 

third reading, jt was discovered there were gross 
inaccuracies in the printing, which rendered it in- 
dispensable to reconsider the vote ordering the 
engrossment, which was done, the proper correc- || 
tion made, and the resolution passed in the same || 
form published above. 1] 


Mr. DIX gave notice of his intention to call up || 
during the morning hour to-morrow the bill to | 
prevent the importation of spurious drugs. | 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. : 


Speaker. 
| Mr. COBB suggested, that as that oath had been | 
| taken by the gentleman from South Carolina as a | 
/ member of this House, no further oath was neces- 


Mr. Burt was elected Speaker pro tem. had expired, 
it became necessary that the House should again 
appoint a presiding Officer. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, said he supposed 
that in the course of a very few days the Speaker 
would be able to resume the chair, but for those 
days it was necessary that some provision should 
be made. On consulwtion with some friends he 
had prepared a resulution, which he begged to offer, 
as follows: 

Resolved, Thatthe Hon. A. Burt, of South Carolina, be 
requested to discharge the duties of the Chair during the 
present week, if the sickness of the Speaker should so long 
contuue, 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, suggested an amend- 
ment, so that the resolution should appoint Mr. 
Burt Speaker pro tem. for the present week, if the 
sickness of the Speaker should so long continue, 


| instead of requesting him to discharge the duties 


of the Chair. 

Mr. KING accepted the modifieation, and in that 
shape the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BURT, before taking the chair, from the 
Clerk’s desk, suggested whether it was not neces- 
sary that he should be sworn before entering upon 


| the discharge of the duties of the temporary office 


to which he had been elected. He was sworn 
as a member of this House at the commencement 


of the session to support the Constitution, but he | 


had taken no oath to discharge the additional duties 
of Speaker pro lem. 

Mr. COBB would inquire if there was any oath 
but that to support the Constitution ? 

Mr. BURT. 


sary now. 
Mr. ASHMUN said he did not understand that 


| at the commencement of a session the Speaker was 


sworn as such, but simply as a member of the 


'| House. 


Mr. SIMS. He is sworn first; that is all. 

Mr. BURT requested the Clerk to read that 
portion of the first day’s Journal which recorded 
the fact. 


The Crier read it accordingly. H was recorded | 


that Mr. Apams administered the oath to support 
the Constitution to the Han. Roperr C. Win- 


| rHROP, the Speaker, and that the Speaker admin- 


istered the same oath to the other members of the 
House. 

Mr. BURT, with these explanations, was satis- 
fied, and he then took the chair. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved a resalution directing the 


| Clerk of the House to inform the Senate that the | 
| House had elected the Hon. A. Burt Speaker | 


pro tem. for the present weck, if the sickness of the 


| Speaker should so long continue. Agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. BOYD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of procuring of the 
inventor a sufficient supply of “ Colt’s recentty-improved 
repeating pistols” for our Indian and frontier service; and, 


| iffivorable, an amount necessary to purchase them be added 


to the general military appropriation bill. 


Mr. HARALSON asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion’calling on the Secretary of War to communi- 
cate to the House of Representatives what the re- 
spective force of each corps of the army would be 
when the several laws authorizing a reduction of 
the army on the conclusion of peace with the Re- 
public of Mexico were carried into effect. It was 
objected to, and not received. 

Mr. GOGGIN ‘called for the regular order of 
business, being the call on committees for reports. 

After some conversation between gentlemen who 
desired to get special business before the House— 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the report of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, which was postponed some 


| two weeks ago to this time. 


Mr. STROHM said he understood the minority 
of the committee would be ready to report to-mor- 
row, and therefore he moved the further postpone- 
ment of this subject, that the reports of the majority 


That is the oath taken by the | 


row. He, however, desired the postponement of 
this question unul to-morrow, that he might have 
an opportunity to read the minority report before 
its presentation, he not having had an opportunity 
yet to read more than a few pages of it. 


By general consent, it was further postponed 


until to-morrow. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which were referred Senate bills for 
the relief of Commodore Foxal A. Parker and for 
the relief of Anna J. Hassler, reported the same 
hack to the House without amendment. Com- 
mitted. 

Mr. 8S. LAWRENCE, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Eunice Crossman. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of George Bock. Laid on 
the table. 

Mr. COCKE, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills for the relief of Polly Damrow and 
Elizabeth Kinney. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of Lucy Clark, Abigail 


Higbee, and Anna Oldham. Laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. COCKE, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Francis P. 
Gardner, Frances Fowler, Catharine Freeman, 
Mary Martin, of Tennessee, Hannah Lord, James 
Oidham, of Maryland, Valentine Miller, Joseph 
Phelps, Sarah Hammond, Levi Nichols, and 
Thomas Pritchard, and they were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CUMMINS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Mary G. Leverett. 
Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of John Cripps, J. L. Fair 
and others, heirs of Jonathan Fair, Francis Ingra- 
ham, and Jos. Cogswell. Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York in relation to granting 
pensions to widows and orphans of officers and 
soldiers who fallin battle, or who die from wounds 
received, &c., and they were laid on the table. 

Mr. HAMMONS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Mary Buck. Read 
and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of Henrietta Moore and 
other widows of revolutionary soldiers, praying 
for a continuance of their pensions during life, of 
the heirsof Robert McNeilland Catharine O’Neale, 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Ada 
Smith, David Troxell, Wolcoit Burnham, the 
widow of George Hubbard, and of Asa Day. 
Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. F., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of citizens of Dover, New Hampshire, 


| in relation to the granting of pensions to the 


widows of officers and aoldiers of the revolution- 
ary and Jast wars with Great Britain, and they 
were laid on the table. 

Mr. SILVESTER, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Mary 
Stanton, Rhoda Drury, Ann O. Wright, Sally 
Hart, and Susan Oglesby. Laid on the table. 

Mr. BOCOCK, from the same committee, to 
which was referred Senate bill for the relief of 
Elizabeth Pistole, widow of Charles Pistole, de- 
ceased, reported the same back to the House with- 
out amendment. Committed, 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Stephen A. Cory. Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. F., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 


ti ee of James Somers, Samuel T. Winslow, 


ohn Gordon, Mary Ann Fitch, Chester Parish, 
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and Hugh G. Smith, and they were laid on the 
table. . 

Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to 
which was referred Senate bill for the relief of 
David Currier, reported the same back to the 
House without amendment. Committed. 

Mr. WILEY, from the same committee, report- 
ed bills for the relief of Francis Trebon, Edward 
Cole, William Whitcher. Read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, from the same com- 
mittee, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
Solomon Street, Martha Flood, and March Far- 
ington. Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. L., the same committee was 
discharged from the further gonsideration of the 
1itions of William Linville and others, Thomas 
[* Richardson, John Davenport, and David Ladd, 
and they were laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, reported bills 
to increase the pension of Henry Click, for the re- 
lief of David Towle, for the relief of George 8S. 
Claflin, for the relief of Henry Childs, for the re- 
lief of William Pittman, for the relief of Catharine 
Clark, for the relief of Joseph D. Ward, and for 
the relief of Isaac Downs; which bills were sever- 
ally read twice and committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, from the same 
committee, reported bills for the relief of Giles 
London, for the relief of Gardner Hening, and for 
the relief of David Murphy; which bills were 
severally read twice and committed. 

Also, on motion of Mr. T., the same committee 
was discharged from the consideration of the peti- 
tions of Jonathan M. Young, Hugh W. Dobbin, 
A. A. Whitlock, and others, in behalf of Samuel 
House; and from the joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature of New York in relation to granting pen- 
sions to widows and orphans of officers and soldiers 
who fall in battle; and they were severally laid on 
the table. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of Russell Jefferson. Laid 
on the table 

Mr. HOLMES, of New York, asked leave to 
introduce a bill regulating and reducing the mileage 
of Senators and Representatives in the Congress 
of the United States. 

Mr. PETTIT objected. 

Mr. HOLMES appealed to Mr. Pertir to with- 
draw his objection to the introduction of this bill. 

Mr. PETTIT declined acceding to the appeal. 

VOTING BY MACHINE. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, by direction of 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
cause to be erected and prepared tor operation the machine 
of Francis H. Sinith for taking the yeas and nays in the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, and that the same be adopt 
ed when erected as the mode of ascertaining the sense of 


the House on a callforthe yeasand nays and on a call of the 
House. 


Mr. ILOUSTON observed that the Committee | 


on the Public Buildings and Grounds had had 
sundry memorials referred to them on this subject, 
and he himself made a report, by direction of the 
committee, some wecks since, in relation to it. It 
was true that a majority of the committee did not 
recommend the adoption of Mr. Smith’s invention; 
but, as there existed a difference of opinion among 
its members, they had authorized Mr. H. to make 
a report setting forth the advantages of the plan, 
and leaving the House to act upon it according to 
their own good pleasure. Mr. Hy. was, personally, 
of opinion that the proposed mode of taking the yeas 
and nays ought to be adopted, because it would be 
attended, if successful, with a great saving both of 
time and money. Believing that this machine of 
Mr. Smith was well calculated to accomplish the 
end in view, namely, a speedy and unerring mode 
of taking and recording yeas and nays, he hoped 
it would be adopted, and he had therefore submit- 
ted a resolution to that effect, on which he demand- 
ed the previous question, and asked for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessce, raised a question of 
order. As he understood this was not the report 
of the committee, but simply of one individual 
member, could it, as such, be received but by gen- 
eral consent? 

The CHAIR observed, that as the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds had authorized 
their chairman to make the report, he ruled it to 
be in order. 
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Mr. JONES remonstrated. This was nothing 
more, at best, than a minority report, It expressed 
but the opinion of a single member, while all the 
rest of the committee were of a different opinion. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had been directed by 
the committee to submit this report to the House 


Mr. McCLELLAND moved to lay the report 


on the table. 
On that motion Mr. HOUSTON called for the 


yeas and nays. 


Mr. McCLELLAND then said he would with- | 


draw his motion to lay on the table, if Mr. H. 
would consent to withdraw his demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON consenting, both motions were 
withdrawn. 


Mr. JONES desired to renew the motion to lay | 


on the table. 

Mr. FARAN said he was one of the Committee 
on the Public Buildings, and he stated that it had 
been agreed in the committee that their chairman 


should make the present report, and leave it to the || 


House to take what course it pleased. ‘This resolu- 
tion had two defects which Mr F.considered import 


ant. First, it directed that the Clerk of the House |, 


should enter into the proposed contract with Mr. 
Smith to put up this apparatus. Now, hethought 
the proper officer to do this was the Commissioner 
of the Public Buildings. The Clerk was not pre- 
sumed to be conversant with the putting up of 
such a machine. 
whose official business it was to oversee and direct 
all alterations and fixtures in the Capitol and the 
public grounds; he, if any one, ought to be charged 
with this matter. 
resolution was that no limit was specified as to 


time or money. The contractor might demand | 


$100,000 for the job. If the resolution were adopt- 

ed, it should at least be restricted as to amount. 
Mr. POLLOCK thought this was a subject 

which should receive the consideration of the 


| House. Whether the method invented by this Mr. 
Smith was the best way of effecting the object was | 
one thing, but certainly the thing itself was proper | 


and desirable. ‘The object of this apparatus for 


taking yeas and nays was to economize the public | 


time. With this view the House had restricted 


the speeches of its members on subjects, however | 


momentous to the nation, to one hour. Now, this 


process of taking and recording a vote by yeas and | 
nays consumed upon an average from twenty to | 


thirty minutes, and the yeas and nays were some- 
times called as often as six times in one day; and 


besides, as gentlemen well knew, the calling of || 


them was often resorted to for the purpose of de- 


feating by delay a measure which the majority of | 
the House were prepared to pass. One-fifth of the || 


members could compel the yeas and nays to be 


taken on any question, and it was a power by | 


which a minority could at times defeat and had ac- 
tually defeated a measure that had a majority of the 
House in its favor. The House, on certain criti- 
cal questions affecting the power of parties, had 
been known to sit from eleven in the morning to 
eleven at night, occupied during almost the whole 
of the time in calling yeas and nays. This wasan 
evil, a great evil; and the machine now proposed 
to be set up at the Clerk’s table would save at least 
one-half of the time ordinarily consumed in the pro- 
cess. It would thus be productive of a great econ- 
omy of time, besides having a salutary effect in 
preventing factious movements in the House. 

Mr. P. had not taken the trouble to go into a 


minute calculation of the time saved, but he was | 
satisfied it would amount to at least two months in | 


the long sessions of Congress. Was not the saving 
of so much time an object worthy of the serious 


attention of the House? Every consideration of | 
| economy and reform demanded it at their hands. 


This was an age of reform, an age of progress; and 


he hoped gentlemen who advocated reform in other 


things would not refuse to promote it in this. 


There should, no doubt, be a proviso appended to | 
the resolution limiting the amount of the contract; || 


and it might be proper that a committee should be 


directed to superintend the carrying of it into exe- | 


cution. But that something of the kind, if practi- 


cable, should receive the earnest attention of the | 
House, no advocate of economy could for a mo- 
He hoped they should have the yeas 
Mr. P. did |, 
not, however, wish to be understood as implying, | 
| by this demand, any imputation on gentlemen who 
differed with him in this matter, as if they wished 


ment doubt, 
and nays on adopting the resolution. 


Congress had a public officer | 


And the other defect of this || 





if & 

| wantonly to consume the public time; but he wish 
ed to record his own vote in favor of a measure 

which he thought economy demanded and the 

country would expect at their hands, : 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and the motion prevailing, the resolution 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naya} 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief William K 
Ashard. Read and committed. ‘ 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee 
ported a bill for the relief of Samuel Graves. 
|) mitted. 


MONUMENT TO MR. ADAMS, 


Mr. KING, from the Committee on Acco 
reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Library of this 
House be authorized to procure a monument of Quiney 
granite, with suitable inscriptions, to be erected in thy Con 
gressional burying-ground in memory of John Quincey 
Adams. ’ 


» re- 
Com- 


unts, 


Mr. KING said, that unless the House took 
| some order on the subject, a bill would be presented 
to the Committee on Accounts within less thay q 
month for the erection of such a monumentas they 
| had been erecting for thirty or forty years, with- 
out shape or form, and made of such perishable 
materials that it was necessary to paint them every 
three or four vears to keep them from falling to 
the ground. There was no form or comeliness in 
these monuments; they were of one invariable de- 
scription, and it was not at all creditable to the 
Government to erect so shapeless a monument 
there to any person. But in the present instance, 
| where a monument was proposed to be erected in 
memory of one so distinguished for his long public 
rervices, distinguished, too, by the universal mourn- 
| ing of a nation, as well as by the peculiar honors 
| conferred upon his memory by this House and the 
other branch of Congress, it was thought the duty 
| of the committee to call the attention of the House 
to the case, that it might exercise its discretionary 
power. ‘There was no limit or sum fixed in the 
| resolution, but it was perfectly competent for the 
House to limit the Library Committee to any sum 
they thought proper. At least, the Committee on 
| Accounts thought they would not discharge their 
duty to the House if in some form or manner they 
did not call attention to the subject. 

Mr. BOWLIN understood that there was al- 
ready a law upon the statue-book providing for the 
erection of monuments in the Congressional bury- 
| ing-ground to every deceased member of this body. 


| Now, if this resolution intended anything at all, 
| it intended to draw a distinction in that ground 
between the monuments that should remain there 
to the nvemory of one class of members and to 
that of another class. If there was no design 
in this resolution to put the country to the ex- 
pense of a magnificent monument, that was to 
overshadow all the monuments of the brother 
members that had passed off the stage of action, 
| there was no use in the resolution at all; be- 
cause, as he understood, there was ample provis- 
ion under existing law for putting precisely the 
| durable monument that had already been placed 
there to the memory of deceased members. If 
there was not, he would go for any proposition to 
putitthere. But he did protest against this House 
engaging in the business of erecting splendid, 
| magnificent monuments to the memory of deceased 
| eminent statesmen. Who had ever asked this 
House to erect a monument to the memory of 
Washington, the Father of his Country? to the 
memory of Jefferson, or any of the eminent states- 
men and patriots who had gone before us? The 
— were ready to take that work into their own 
ands. 

The foundation of a monument, to be erected by 
general subscription, was about to be laid in this 
city to Washington; the foundation for a monu- 
ment to Jefferson, he understood, had already been 
laid. No doubt a monument would be erected to 
the memory of the distinguished statesman who 
had recently departed from our midst; but he 
solemnly protested against this House engaging 
in erecting these monuments. If they once begun 

the system, where was it to end? ‘There was no 
precedent for it, and no necessity for it. The 
gentleman told them a monument differing from 
those usually erected should be authorized in this 
case on account of the distinguished abilities which 
it was desired to commemorate. Were monu- 
‘| ments in the Congressional burying-ground to mark 
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he distinctive characters of the men—to be more 
- less magnificent in proportion to the greater or 
wee abilities, or the higher or lower esteem in 
yhich the individuals were held by the people ? 
And this to be done by authority of Congress? 
Let there be no distinction; he thanked God there | 
yas no distinction in that burial ground. There 
was a perfect equality there, and a ee 
hould remain. He did not stand here to say one 
ord of the merits and of the esteem in which the 
friends of this statesman held his memory, but he 
protested against drawing this distinction between 
deceased members of Congress. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved the fol- 
lowing as an amendment to the resolution: 

And that the Committee on Accounts be, and they are 
hereby, instructed to report to this House the entire funeral 
expenses of the late Hon. John Quincy Adams, and the items 
composing the same. | 

Mr. VINTON called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER protem. stated that the morning 
hour had not expired. 

Mr. JOHNSON said it seemed to him that this | 
thing had been persisted in long enough. When | 
they came to examine the history of monuments, | 
funeral processions, and appropriations made by 
this House for purposes of this description, it 
seemed to him that the great mass of the people, | 
that the laborers, the tax payers, and those who 
bore the burdens and expenses of the Government 
ought to be informed how their money was appro- 
priated. If members of Congress, or individuals 
occupying any other important public station, ren- 
dered meritorious or distinguishéd services, the 
country would duly appreciate them; they would 
occupy a place in the minds and hearts of their 
countrymen which the appropriation of dollars or 
the erection of monuments could not give in this 
country. It seemed proof to some extent that 
something was wanting in the individual when we 
saw the effort made on the part of legislative bodies 
toerect spires and monuments to impress the minds 
of the people. 

Mr. VINTON again called for the orders of the 
day, and moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The resolution accordingly went over till to-mor- | 
row, Mr. Jonnson retaining his right to the floor 
upon it, 

‘Mr. FEATHERSTON inquired if the post 
route bill was not first in order, the question pend- 
ing on the motion to reconsider being a privileged 
question ? 

The SPEAKER pro tem. stated that the motion 
to suspend the rules to go into committee was in 
order; if it did not prevail, the post route bill would 
be first in order, 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Here the hammer fell and the hour expired; but 
Mr. Fickuin having obtained the floor, yielded it 
to— 

Mr. HUDSON, who (in continuation of his 
reply) said there was another class from the North 
who were often known as dough-faces, who re- 
garded the institution precisely as he did, but who, 
nevertheless, for the sake of the loaves and fishes, 
were willing to bow to the slave power, to the 
slave institutions—to do anything and everything 
for the purpose of getting promotion. Now, if he 
was called upon to select between men of that 
description, if he was compelled to give his vote 
for either, he should vote for General Taylor in 
preference to General Cass, just as he would 
vote for an honest man in preference to a hypro- 
crite! 

Mr. FICKLIN followed Mr. Hupson inaspeech 
of about forty minutes, chiefly in reply to Messrs. 
Lincotn and Hupson. [These several speeches 
will be found in the Appendix. | 

Mr. HILLIARD then obtained the floor, and 
moved that the committee rise; which was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. H. said his object in obtaining the floor was 
to makean explanation of some amendments which 
he designed to offer, for which the five minutes 
allowed by the rule would not be sufficient. He 
should at the same time make some observations 
on some provisions of the bill, but he would prefer 
making his explanations and observations to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr. ASHMUN suggested that there were other | 
gentleman who desired to speak on this bill, and 
he hoped the genteman from Alabama would allow 


them to go on with their general orations, and he | 


| would have ample time hereafter to make any ex- 
| planation he might desire to make. 


Mr. HILLIARD was quite willing to allow any || 


other gentleman to proceed, though he should pre- | 
fer that the committee should rise, so that he 
| could speak on the merits of the bill to-morrow 
morning. ‘There was other business with which 
| the House could occupy itself for the residue of 
this day. Amongst other undisposed of measures 
was the post route bill, which might be acted upon; | 
and he would therefore again move that the com- | 
| mittee rise. 
The motion was agreed to, and the committee 
| rose and reported progress. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


| 
| Mr. COLLAMER moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the House yesterday changed the hour 


| of meeting from 11to lV o0’clock. Instead of saving | 
| the time of the House, he was satisfied tha tby || 
| that resolution a contrary effect would be produced, | 


! . 
| or at least that no more business would be done; 
| for when were the committees to meet? The 





The House, on motion of Mr. VINTON, re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and dip- 
lomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1849, and for other purposes. 

Mr. LINCOLN delivered a speech on the subject 
of internal improvements, in the course of which 
he argued in opposition to doctrines advanced on 
this subject in the President’s veto message. 

Mr. WICK next obtained the floor, and from 
the tribune proceeded, in a speech of forty-five 
minutes, to support the Baltimore platform as it 
respects the power of Congress to legislate for 
lerritories,and on other topics. (Mr. W. ’s speech 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. HUDSON also spoke through his hour on 
the subject of the power of the General Govern- 
ment over slavery in the new Territories. To- 
wards the close of Mr. Hupson’s speech— 

Mr. LAHM wished to ask the gentleman this 
quesuon: entertaining the views the gentleman 
had expressed on the subject of slavery, would he 
vote for General Taylor for President? 

Mr. HUDSON would answer the gentleman 
very cheerfully. The gentleman, he presumed, 
well understood that there were two classes of men 
devoted to the institution of slavery in this coun- 
try: a class of men from the South, who, born 
with the institution about them, and all their early 
&ssociations connected with it, had reconciled them- 
selves to it, and saw less evils in it than north- 
ern men were supposed to see, although he believed 
all men must admit it to be a calamity. 


House must be aware that the bills which came 
from the Senate had to be referred to committees, 
and the committees had also before them much 


| to if this House should persist in meeting at 10 
o’clock. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the motion to 
| reconsider on the table. 
Mr. COLLAMER remarked that if the House 


say so by the adoption of the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia. On that motion he asked 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COBB rose wo a point of order, and con- 
| tended that the motion of the gentleman from Ver- 
mont was made too late, inasmuch as the order 
| which the Elvuse made yesterday had been in part 
| executed. If the House should now reconsider 
| 





| on the proceedings of the House from ten to eleven 
| o’clock this morning? If it was desired to change 


| reconsidering the resolution adopted yesterday by 

| the introduction of another. 

| Thd SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 
The question was then taken on the motion to 

| lay on the table, and it was negatived: Yeas 54, 

_ nays 75. 

‘he resolution was then reconsidered. 

Mr. McK AY rose and said he desired to move an 


| 





| each — [‘* No, no, no.’’] 
| Mr. 
| lay the resolution on the table. Agreed to. 


business of the House, which they could not attend | 


| did not wish the committees to sit, he desired it to | 


| that resolution, what, he asked, would be its effect | 


| the time of meeting, the House could @o it without | 
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The effect of this proceeding is, that the House 
will meet at the hour of eleven until otherwise 
ordered. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. VENABLE rose and said that a bill was 
introduced yesterday, by unanimous consent, to 
repeal the first section of an act concerning the 

| District of Columbia, approved February 27, 1801, 
and all other acts and parts of acts that in any 
manner interfere with, regulate, or sustain the 
institution of slavery in the said District. The 
object of that bill was to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and if he had been aware of 
the introduction of the bill at the time, he should 
have objected to it. He now moved a reconsider- 
ation, for the purpose of saying that he hoped the 
Committee for the District of Columbia would 
speedily bring it before the Hlouse. Although he 
did not think they had any jurisdiction over the 
subject to which the bill related, yet he was willing 
to meet it, and prepared to meet it, rather than that 
it should lie in the committee-room unacted on. 
He then withdrew the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. FARRELLY rose to inquire if the House 
had not rescinded the resolution adopted yesterday 
fixing the hour of meeting at ten o’clock ? 

The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. FARRELLY then said, when the House 
adopted the resolution to meet at ten o’clock, that 
vote was an abrogation of the earlier resolution 
fixing eleven o'clock; and, as the resolution to 
meet at ten had been rescinded, there was no time 
|| fixed; and he desired to know when the House was 
| to meet to-morrow. [The House is adjourned 
sine die.”’] He asked if there was any resolution 
which bound the House to meet at any hour. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. WHITE, without waiting for the question 
to be answered, moved that the House take from 
the Speaker’s table, and act upon, the widows’ 
pension bill. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved an adjournment, which 
was carried; and the Elouse adjourned to eleven 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, June 20, 1848. 


| Mr. FELCH presented the credentials of Mr. 
|| Tuomas FirzGeratp, appointed by the Governor 
'| of Michigan to supply the vacancy occasioned by 
the resignation of Mr. Cass. 

Mr. FITZGERALD, after having been duly 
qualified, took his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the 15th instant, 
calling for the number of recruits enlisted within 
the last ninety days, for during the war with Mex- 
ico. 
[The Adjutant General reports the number of 
regular recruits at 1,233, and the volunteers at 
1,246, making a total of 2,479.] 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial from Em- 
ily Maria Pinkney, infant daughter of Commander 
Pinkney, who was drowned at Tuspan on the 15th 
of May last; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

‘The memorial is in the hand writing of Miss Pink- 
ney, and sets forth that she is nine years old, and 
that her father was drowned in the execution of 
his duty; and that, having lost her mother, she is 
thereby cut off from the support which the law 
|| allows only to widows, and she asks that Congress 
|| will pass a special act for her relief. ] 
|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a me- 
| morial from Margyret Deveal and Littleton Bailey, 
'| asking the confirmation of their titles to tracts of 


} 


| land; which was referred to the Committee on 

|| Public Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported a joint resolution authorizing the 

presentation to the Government of France of a 

| series of the standard weights and measures of the 

| United States. 

| On motion of Mr. P., the Senate proceeded to the 

consideration of the resolution; and, after having 


} 


\| 





j 
| 
} 
i 
| 
j 
} 


| amendment to the resolution to provide for a recess || been explained, it was read a first and second time, 


| 
} 
| 


was ordered to be engrossed, and was subsequently 


OCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to ! read a third time, by unanimous consent, and 


passed. 
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Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported House Bills for the relief of B. O. Tayloe 
and John H. Baker, without amendment, ; 

Mr. MASON also, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report on the peuuon of Ar- 
nold Naudain, 

Mr. MASON also, from the same committee, 
reported Llouse bill for the relief of Mary B. Ren- 
ner, with a recommendation that it do not pass, 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Albert Pine. 

Mr. RUSK also, from the same committee, re- 
ported House bill for the reli fof Dr. A.G, Henry, 
of Hhnois, without amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported the following House bills, with- 
out amemiment: 

For the relief of Almedeus Scott. 

For the relief of Elijah Bragdon’s widow. 

Mr.WESTCOTT, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the bill from the 
Hlouse for the relief of EL. D. Johnson. 

Mr. WESTCOTT also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported, with amendments, the following 
Fiouse bills: 

l’or the relief of Samuel A. Greer. 

For the relief of Eleanor B. Watkins, widow of 
Gassaway Watkins, 


The following bills were severally considered in 
Commitee of the Whole, and passed: 

House bill to revulate the exchange of certain 
documents and other publications of Congress. 

House bill giving further time for satisfying 
claims for bounty lands and other purposes, 

ADULTERATED DRUGS. 

Mr. DIX moved to postpone the prior orders, 
and to take up the House bill in relation to the 
prohibition of adulterated drags, in pursuance of 
notice given yesterday; which motion was agreed 
to. 

Mr. DIX said that this bill had been considered 
ina committee of the House composed partly of 
members of the medical profession. A similar bill 
had been reported by him in the Senate, from the 
Commitee on Commerce. In the opinion of many, 
the till of the Senate was considered preferable to 
the other, on some accounts. As the subject was 
well understood by Senators, he would not go 
into any lengthened explanations, but would con- 
tent himself with moving to strike out the provi- 
sions of the House bill, and substitute the Senate 
bill. 

Mr. DICKINSON said this bill belonged to that 
class of legislation which attempts to put the bell 
on the eat. He had no faith init. The materials 
would be brought here, and the spurious drugs 
would be manufactured. If we could stop the 
compounding of these drugs, interdict patients from 
taking, and physicians from prescribing, we might 
do some vood, lle would not oppose the hall, but 
he had no faith in this legislation. 

Mr. DIX referred to the practice which prevails 
in Great Britain as to the examination of drugs 
and medicines. He said that spurious drugs were 
imported, in large quantities, into various ports. 
Peruvian bark, blue pill, and quinine, had been 
introduced in a spurious and pernicious form. 


He did not know whether Congress had power to | 


put an end to the evil; but as it was a matter of 
life and death, it was a subject deserving of the 
most serious consideration. ‘The physician seldom 
compounds the medicine, and cannot always detect 
what is spurious, as the compounding is left to the 
apothecary. le thought it the duty of Congress 
to take some steps to terminate the evil. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, stated that drugs 
were prepared for this market in Belgium and 
France, of spurious and poisonous materials. Prus- 
sian blue was mingled with blue mass, and poisons 
were sometimes substituted. He had conversed 
with medical men in New York, who were all in 
favor of such a bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said there was 
no exaggeration in the statements which had been 
made by the Senators who had preceded him. The 
bill had been prepared in pursuance of the views 
of some of our most eminent chemists. If we can 
stop the importation of the spurious drag from 
abroad, we shall know how to deal with those who 
may choose to go into their adultgration in the 
Unied States. 

Mr. BORLAND said a few words in favor of 
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the bill; believing, from his own experience as a | 
medical practitioner, that it would diminish the ex- 
isung evil. He attributed the success of empirics 
to the use of genuine drugs. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his apprehension 
that the bill could not have the effect of termina- 
ung the evil. 

Mr. DIX referred to the opinion of a nationri 
convention on the subject; the opinion of which 
was, that the bill would prove beneficial if it was 
not too much restricted in its provisions. 

The amendment was then agreed to; and the bill, 
as amended, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the tite was amended. 


SUPREME COURT. 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, the bill to promote 
the despatch of business in the Supreme Court, and 
io repeal the second section of the act approved 
June 17, 1844, enutled * An act concerning the 
Supreme Court of the United States,’ was then | 
taken up. 

Mr. BUTLER said there was an inconsistency 


between this bill and one which he had reported | 


yesterday ; and he should therefore move to lay 
the bill on the table for the present. 

The motion having been withdrawn— 

Mr. BADGER said he felt no solicitude at all 
about the bill, It might be amended or rejected, 
or any ether disposition may be made of it that 


the Senate might please. ‘I'he bill had received | 
the entire approbation of those to whom he had | 
He thought the best way was to pass | 


shown it. 
over the bill informally until to-morrow. 


Mr. BUTLER acceded to the postponement of | 
the bill until to-morrow, stating that he did not | 
know that, after examination, he should oppose | 


the bill. fk 
The bill was then postponed until to-morrow. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 


proceeded to the consideration of the Indian appro- 
priation bill, the question being on concurring with 


the Committee of the Whole in its adoption of the | 


amendment moved by the Senator from Tennessee 
{Mr. Bet.] 

Mr. BELL then repeated the arguments he had 
formerly brought forward in support of his amend- 
ment, recapitulating the prominent facts which 
have already been reported—the treaty of New 


Echota, by which it was stipulated by a portion of | 


the Cherokee tribe, without the consent of the 


greater part of the nation, that the whole of the | 


lands of the nation should be ceded to the United 
States for five millions of dollars; that fifty-three 
dollars and thirty-three cents should be paid, as 
commutation for the cost of removal and subsist- 
ence, to all of the Indians, whether they removed 
or not, and that this commutation was not to be 
deducted from the five millions, but paid out of the 
treasury. ‘The portion of the Cherokee Indians 


resident in North Carolina, who were ignorant of | 
the treaty, who had lost their lands, and who had | 


refused to move, had not received any portion of 


the principal debt or of the commutation money; | 


and the amendment provided for this payment. 


It had been contended by the Senator from Vir- {| 


ginia [Mr. Hunter] that it was absurd to pay 
these North Carolina Indians for removal and sub- 
sistence, when, in fact, they refused to remove. 
The answer is, that we have taken their country 
from them, and we are bound to pay the equiva- 
lent which was stipulated. He admitted that the 
treaty was drawn up ina loose way, very discred- 
itable to the United States; but the right of these 


North Carolina Indians to receive the equivalent | 


from the treasury of the United States had been 
admitted by the President of the United States. 
He calculated, that as one-fifteenth nart of the tribe, 
they were entitled to receive $250,000 as their 


share of the wild and uncultivated lands sold and || 


ceded to the United States. Instead of this sum, 
it is proposed to give them not more than $50,000 
or $60,000. Indeed, the report of the Committee 
of Indian Affairs cuts it down to $12,000 or $15,000. 


He would not suppose that the opposition arose 


from the fact that these Indians are feeble and |) 
powerless. On the ground of justice and humanity 


the claim ought to be exclusively advocated. 
He referred frequently to, and made many quo- 


tations from, the treaty of New Echota, the talk | 


of the President to the Cherokees, the language of 
the Commissioner, in order to show that commu- 
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tation for removal and subsistence w 
North Carolina Indians. 
Mr. HUNTER then rose to defend himself 
against the imputation raised against him by a 
Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Bapcer, | that 
he had, by reviving this debate, violated the usaves 
of tHe Senate. He regretted if he had done go 
and apologized on the ground of his ignorance of 
such usage, claiming the credit of a good mot 
He then replied to the statements and arguments 
of the Senator from ‘Tennessee, and restated jig 
own opinions. According to his construction of 
the treaty, he maintained that the North Caroling 
Indians had no just claim to the commutation hoe 
removal and subsistence, which was only to be 
given to those who removed, after they had reached 
their new homes. He insisted that these Indians 
had no claim under the treaty. He objected to 
the amendment, because it would be a precedent to 
be referred to in a much larger case which Was 
submitted to the arbitration of the United States 
He stated that the Government had held out liberal 
inducements to the Cherokee Indians to remove 
giving them, in exchange for the seven millions of 

_acres which they ceded to the United States, four. 
teen millions of rich land. The Government never 
intended to place the Cherokees who refused to 
remove on the same footing with those who had 
removed. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by insertinga provision directing the amount 
appropriated by the amendment, for the benefit of 
the Cherokees of North Carolina, to be paid out of 
the general Cherokee fund under the treaty of New 
Echota. 

Mr. NILES expressed a hope that the Senator 
from Tennessee would accept this amendment, as 
a modification of his amendment, as he considered 
it fair and equitable. 

Mr. BELL replied that the effect of this amend- 
ment would be to absorb the fund on which it pro- 
posed to*charge this appropriation. It would be 
robbing one fund to pay another. It was a ques- 
tion involving the honor and justice of the Gov- 
ernment, and not whether we should take the 
amount out of a fund to which the Indians were 
admitted to be entitled, instead of out of the treas- 

vury. By adopting the amendment, you give the 
North Carolina Indians some relief, to be sure, but 
you take it out of their own fund. 

Mr. NILES insisted that the principle of the 
amendment was the correct one. 

Mr. PHELPS was in favor of the amendment 
of the Senator from New Hampshire. He thought 
the payment should be made out of the Cherokee 
fund, and not out of the treasury of the United 
States. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Aruerton, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messr:. Atherton, Benton, Borland, Bradbury, 
Breese, Bright, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, 
Foote, Hamlin, Hunter, Johnsou of Georgia, Mason, Phelps, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott. and Yulee—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Butler, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Greene, Hale, 
Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana,Lewis, 


| Mangum, Miller, Rusk, Spruance, Underwood, and Up- 
|; ham—20. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT gave the casting vote 
|, in the negative. 
| The question was then taken on Mr. Bett’s 
|| amendment, and decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
, lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Butler, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Downs, 
Greene, Hale. Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Rusk, 
Spruance, Underwood, and Upham—24. 

NAYS—Me-srs. Atherton, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, 
Bright, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Frich, Foote, 
| Hamlin, Hunter, Johuson of Georgia, Mason, Phelps, Stur- 

geon, ‘Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—19. 


Mr. BORLAND then renewed an amendment 
| in relation to an increase of Indian agents; which 
was agreed to. d 

An amendment was sent to the Chair in relation 
| to the payment of an Indian agent by the name 
of Mitchell, by Mr. HANNEGAN; which was 
adopted. 

The bill was then ordered toa third reading, and 
was read a third time; and on the question ‘ Shall 
the bill pass ?”’— 

Mr. ATHERTON exercised his privilege, and 
_ objected to it, on the ground of a desire to examine 
| the effect of the amendment on the appropriauions 
|| re uired by the bill. 

he Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epyespay, June 21, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


agpORT OF SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. BEDINGER, by leave, in behalf of the 
qinority of the Committee on Public Expenditures, 
made a report in relation to the annual report of 
he Secretary Of the Treasury on the state of the 
«ances, made to Congress during the present ses- 


“— STROHM inquired whether the question 
would not be on adopting the resolutions contained 
in the report? ; ' 

~ The CHAIR replied that the first question would 
ve on printing, and then on adopting the resolu- 
tons reported, . ake 

The question being put on printing the report, 
i was agreed to. ; 

The question then being on the adoption of the 
resolutions contained in the minority report— 

Mr. COBB moved to amend the second resolu- 
‘ion in such a manner as to order the same num- 
jer of copies of the minority’s report as of the 
majority ’s, and that the two reports be printed to- 
gether. 


~ Mr. STROHM said he had no objection to the 


adoption of the amendment, but he felt it due to | 


the majority of the committee to say a few words 
pefore the question should be taken. 

Through the peliteness of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Beprncer,] he had had an oppor- 
unity of looking over a copy of the report of the 
minority, and he must say that a part of that re- 
port appeared to him to be of a very extraordinary 
character; So much so, that he must embrace this 
opportunity to offer a few remarks upon it. The 
minority set out by saying that certain members 
of the committee had gone into an examination of 
the report submitted to Congress by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and had prepared an elaborate 
statement of alleged errors in that report, without 


giving any information either to the Secretary or || 


to the other members of the committee, that such | 
an investigation would take place. 

Mr. BEDINGER said, in explanation, that the 
copy submitted by him to the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srroum,] was, as he had 
stated to him, only a rough draught of the report, 
and the charge to which the gentleman had now 
alluded was not inserted in the report. The gen- | 
tleman would find not a word of the kind in that | 
document. 

Mr. STROHM was happy to hear that this 
charge had been dropped. x misunderstanding 


had existed among the members of the committee || 


as to the time and place of meeting. But, on be- 


half of the majority of the committee, he would | 


siy, they did not consider themselves called upon 
to give any notice to the Secretary before they 
wentinto a serutiny of his report to the House. 
That was a public official document, and, as such, | 
furly subject to the most careful examination. It | 
was a large document, and contained statements | 
from different subordinate officers of the depart- | 
ment—from the Register, the Treasurer, &c.; but | 
the whole had been submitted to the House as the | 


report of the Secretary of the Treasury. The | 


several portions of it were made by officers over | 
whom he had control, and therefore the entire | 
document was to be considered, and always was | 
treated and spoken of, as emanating from the Sec- | 
relary. In the report of the majority, Mr. 8. had 
endeavored to point out and explain some of the 


errors contained in that report. The minority re- || 
| 


port now submitted was occupied in the first fifteen 


that, if there were errors in the report submitted 

to Congress, the Secretary was not chargeable with | 
them. He was not called upon by law to submit | 
these details to the House. This Mr.‘S. was not | 
going to dispute: but these several statements came 
to the House under the sanction of the Secretary; 
he sent them to the House as true statements, and 
the House was entirely justified in considering and | 
treating them as his. If, however, the minority | 
could succeed in shifting the responsibility from | 
the shoulders of the Secretary, and fixing it on his | 
subordinates, he supposed they would have to bear | 


or twenty pages bysan argument intended to show || 
| 


itas they could. 


The report of the majority alleged that the Sec- 
relary had not, in his report, given to Congress 





|| But admitting that they had erred to the amount | from Corpus Christi to 
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trary, presented erroneous statements, calculated Mr. BEDINGER next obtained the floor, but 
to mislead the House. the morning hour had expired, and the subject 
Mr. 3S. here referred to the act of 1847, 22d sec- therefore went over. 
tion, to show what was required of the Secretary POST ROUTE BILI 
in relation to the treasury notes authorized by that -" bara ee 
act, and recapitulated the points in which he main- Mr. GOGGIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
tained the report of the Secretary to have been which this bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
defeciive.. To some of these charees the minority third reading, that he might have an opportunity 
had attempted to respond, and, in the first part of wae Ra reno amerecree: Soe 
j = Y © oes . vtvled, Phat noth conu > % ' e 
ee ae lacteahahetn construed as jah ee nny opinion an to the true boundary 
Secretary. Mr. S. explained, on stated that this ie: a se seat aah, ae : 
report, which he was charged with having over- d as on Ars _ amendment which he 
looked, had never been seen by him or any other eatred to otler, as fo owes ' 
member of the House till a few days ago, Viz: on p ond Be 08 furthee enasiat ager si. ers ao aenmines 
a : tall be held or con-trued to affect any claim or question of 
the 17th of the present month—1. e., six months boundary or jurisdiction of any State or Territory of the 
after the Secretary’s report was sent in. It had United States, 
been reported to the House, and immediately sent Mr. GOGGIN explained. He said that the 
to the printers; but, though it was a document of | amendment offered by the gentleman from Ohio 
great value, and did not contain ever 500 pages, was in substance the amendment which he had 
the printers had had it in their hands for nearly six offered. 
months. How this happened, Mr. 8S. should not Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania,asked what 
stop to inquire. necessity there was for such an amendment, for 
Mr. CONGER (chairman of the Committee on || all questions of boundary were completely settled 
Printing) here rose to explain. This was the doc- |, and set at rest, 
ument which, at the request of the Secretary, had Mr. GOGGIN again explained. The necessity 
been repeatedly sent back to him; and the printers || did not arise between this country and Mexico, 
had experienced the greatest difficulty in getting it |, but between State and State. ‘The post routes 
from him at all. The index to it was in the hands | were arranged by States, and this was to avoid 
_of the Secretary for four or five weeks, and so | any difficulty between ‘Texas and the new States 
| continued, though almost daily called for. The | which may be formed out of the new territory 
responsibility for this delay rested with the Secre- which we have now acquired from Mexico. 
| tary, and with him alone. | Mr. THOMPSON still insisted that the gentle- 
| Mr.STROHM said he had supposed such to be | man’s answer was not a good one, and he could 
the fact, and he rendered his thanks to the honor- | not see why the amendment should be inserted, 
able gentleman at the head of the Committee on Mr, GOGGIN said. if the gentleman from Penn- 
| Printing for the explanation he had given. Thus sylvania had only looked at the bill he would have 
| it appeared that the information which the major- | seen that the post routes were separated into States, 
ity of the committee were charged with having | and when they came to Texas the distinction was 
overlooked had been withheld by the Secretary | drawn between the State and the Territories, and it 
himself. What he had been doing with this docu- |, was deemed prudent to guard against the establish- 
ment all that while, whether he detained itto make | ment of a boundary by a post route bill, which 
alterations after it had been officially reported to | heretofore had occasioned some trouble. It was 
the House, Mr. S. did not know, but it seemed to | designed to avoid the expression of an opinion 
| him extremely probable. ‘ that Texas extended to this or that or the other 
| How the minority of the committee had got | place, leaving the settlement of boundaries to those 
| access to this withheld document, Mr. S., to use |) whom it concerns. 

a Yankee phrase, could guess. Mr. PILLSBURY protested against the course 
| Mr. S. here went into various quotations, first || pursued by the gentleman from Virginia. He said 
| from the report of the majority, formerly made ly | the people of that Territory who asked for these 
| himself, and then from the report of the minority | post routes were citizens of this country, paying 

in reply, (both lying before him;) but, as these || taxes to support its Government. Why then 
| related to figures, no report of particulars could, | should the question of boundary be started here in 
a post route bill, especially when they were carry- 


| of course, be given by a reporter so as to be intel- t 
ligible to the reader. ing post routes to Bremen, Norway, and Liver- 
ool? 


Having gone though a revision of the charges 
| of error contained in the majority’s report, and Mr. GOGGIN did not blame the honorable gen- 
attributed by them to the Secretary, and having | man from Texas (Mr. Pitispury] and his col- 
| defended them as well founded and fully justified | league [Mr. Kaurman] for standing by every inch 
| by that document, notwithstanding the explana- || of that territory so strenuously; but he must be 
| tions and palliations of the minority report, Mr. || permitted to tell the gentlemen that this question 
_S. proceeded, in the next place, to notice that por- |) had been raised by the people of Texas themselves. 


| 
| 
| 

. . . . 
| tion of the minority report which retorted the || And even the President had maintained that a por- 

| 
| 
} 


| charge of error on the report of the majority. He | tion of that territory did not belong to Texas, for 
| reminded the House that the majority had never || he had treated Santa Fé as a portion of the Repub- 
| pretended that their report was wholly free from || lic of Mexico. . : 

| mistakes; in an examination so extensive, that Mr. PILLSBURY denied that the question was 
was hardly to be expected; and while he admitted | disputable. The right of Texas was well estab- 
| that there were some errors in the report, the only | lished, and hence it was with the utmost astonish- 
| wonder was that they were so few. And he! ment that he heard these objections raised. us 

| would, by examining those charged by the minor- Mr. KAUFMAN said the gentleman from Vir- 
ity, satisfy every candid mind that they did not || ginia [Mr. Gocein] was mistaken in saying that 
| amount to much, after all, the President had in any manner denied the right 
| After noticing, in detail, their several charges of | of Texas to the territory east of the Rio Grande. 
| error, Mr. S. said that the majority had had no | If he would look at the President’s special mes- 
} 
| 


intention, by their report, to make a personal at- || sage of December 22, 1846, to this House, he 
tack upon Mr. Walker; they had no wish to injure | would ascertain his error. The President there 

him; their only object had been to have the annual said that the government instituted at Santa Fé 
| fiscal report of the country rendered correct. They ||. was only for temporary purposes, and #8 in no way 

had pointed out some of the errors it contained, of | calculated to impair any of the rights of Texas. 

which some might have been made by Mr. Young || He would also find in one of the President’s an- 
or Mr. Graham; but as they appeared in the offi- || nual messages that the President said that the 
‘cial document rendered to Congress, under the | Texas annexed to the United States was with the 
sanction and in the name of the Secretary, the || boundaries as described by Texas herself. 
‘cammittee had treated them as his. Mr. Young |) Mr. K. said that the gentleman from Virginia 
| had made a supplemental report correcting some | feared that the establishment of these routes would 
of the statements previously made. ‘The minority || confirm the title to Texas. Well, if it would be a 
| charged the majority with having fallen into errors | confirmation, that confirmation has oor been 
} 





in their report to the amount of $11,000; it might | made. The last Congress had established post- 
be that they had, though Mr. S. did not admit it || routes in this same section of country, (on the 
to be so, not having had time fully to examine. | lower Rio Grande.) They had established routes 

Point Isabel, and from 


the information required by law, and which Con- } of $11,000, they had detected errors in the Secre- | Point Isabel to Fort Brown, which was on the east 


gress had a right to expect, but had, on the con- 


| tary’s report to the amount of $1,400,000. , bank of the Rio Grande, opposite to Matamoros. 
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Mr. K. said that the routes so strenuously ob- 
jected to had all been recommended by the Legis- 
lature of Texas, and none of them were within six 
hundred miles of Santa Fé He said he was as- 
tonished to hear these objections at this time. Last 
session a similar objection was made by gentle- 
men. We were then, they said, treading on Mex- 
ican territory. Now, however, the war had closed, 
and the boundary had been established to the Rio 
Grande. ‘The same objection was still made, but 
the reasons had assumed a different phase. We 
were now treading on the rights of the United 
States! Mr. K. said that Colonel Benton admitted 
that the boundary of Texas included the lower 
Rio Grande. Even John (Quincy Adams, as late 
as the 13th of May, 1846, (the day war was 
declared by the United States,) admitted that the 
western line of Texas run a short distance up the 
Rio Grande. Mr. K. said that the right of Texas 
to all the soil east of the Rio Grande had been con- 
firmed to Texas by a treaty with Mexico, dated 
May 14, !836, which on another occasion he had 
shown wasa valid and binding treaty. To this 
portion of the territory where these routes are pro- 
posed to be established, Texas had always held 
possession since the days of her revolution. Mex- 
ico was afraid to meet our rangers on the east side 
of the Rio Grande. Her right was good. It was 
founded upon revolution; it was maintained by 
force of arma. 

Mr. GOGGIN replied, amidst much noise and 
Ile was very partially heard by the 
reporter, but was understood as saying that Mr. 
KaurMan had himself virtually acknowledged that 
the claim of Texas up to the upper Rio Grande 


confusion, 


was subject to doubt. He knew that the capital of 


New Mexico had submitted to the arms of the 
United States. Did our army attack a city in the 
midst of one of the States of the Union? What 
sort of a conquest was it to subdue one of our own 
cities? ‘The gentleman had referred to the author- 
tty of Colonel Benton. Mr. G. was glad to hear 
such an authority invoked by him. Colonel Ben- 
ton had said, in his place in the Senate, when our 
army was on the Rio Grande, and our fleet block- 
adiig the mouth of the river, that our march was 
a piratical war—a war in disguise—and that the 
country on that river no more belonged to us than 
to a nation which never had heard of its existence. 
The same gentleman, speaking of the advance of 
our army under the orders of the President, said 
that if he were sitting on a court-martial, he would 
hang any man who had obeyed such an order of 
the President. 

‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. C. J. 
Incensout.,}] while chairman of the Committee on 
Moreign Affairs, and speaking officially on the 
subject of the ‘Texas boundary, had settled the 
question; he had said, so far from the Rio Grande 
being the boundary, that the line ran through the 
centre of a stupendous desert, which neither nation 
could ever pass with impunity. That it had been 

laced there by the hand of the Almighty as a 
Saale between the two races—the Anglo-Saxon 
on the north of it, and the Mauritanian race on 
the south—and that whenever it was crossed, one 
or the other race must be destroyed. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, here de- | 


sired to put a question to the honorable geentleman 
from Virginia. 

The floor being yielded to him, (as Mr. G. said 
for the third time,) Mr. T. asked whether Mr. G. 
considered the territory between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande as belonging to Mexico? 

Mr. GOGGIN said he denied that it belonged to 
Texas. 
sylvania to his colleague from Philadelphia, [Mr. 
C.J. Incersoun.] 


Mr. ‘THOMPSON asked whether the treaty did 


not recognize the Rio Grande as our boundary? 
Mr. GOGGIN said that the treaty was not now 

before the House, and he did not know, officially, 

what it contained. Gentlemen contended that a 


vast extent of country, for which the United States | 


were to pay fifteen millions of dollars, all belonged 
to ‘Texas. Did the treaty lately concluded give 
Texas a right to the Rio Grande as contended ? 
Mr. KAUFMAN said he had referred to the 
treaty between Mexico and Texas, and not the 
treaty between the United States and Mexico. 
Mr. GOGGIN denied that there was, or ever 
had been, a treaty between Mexico and Texas. 
He was aware that Santa Anna, when a captive, 
had entered into some sort of an agreement, in 
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He would refer the gentleman from Penn- | 


| which he consented to a boundary proposed by 


NAL GLOBE. 


1 Texas; but that so-calied treaty was ef no binding | 


force, had been repudiated by President Jackson, 
and denied by the Mexican Government. 
Mr. PILLSBURY here made some explana- 
tions, which were in a great measure lost at the 
| reporter's seat. He was understood to say that 
| Mexico had made the treaty, had got all the ben- 
efit, and had received all she agreed for. 
Mr. GOGGIN said he had merely referred to 
the fact that the Texas boundary was a disputed 
| question. ‘The gentleman from Texas [| Mr. Kaur- 
MAN] had called on him for hisauthority: he would 
refer the gentleman to Mr. Secretary Marcy, who 
stated, in his official instructions to General Taylor, 
that Mexico had certain military posts on the Rio 
Grande, which had always been in her possession; 
that the country on the river was in the armed 
occupation of Mexico; and that General Taylor 
was not to disturb, or in any way interfere with, 
her posts on that river. How did this agree with 
the gentieman’s doctrine that the whole country 
up the river had always been a part of Texas? 


| Dowell, McLane, Job Mann, Miller, Morris, Morse. 
| Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, Jamo 


liams, Wilmot, and Woodward—87. 


| Daniel, Darling, Dickins6n, Faran, Featherston, 


___ Sune 2}, 


French, Fries, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons. inne hin, 
Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston — 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Robert W. Johuson, George W i _o 
Kaufman, Kennon, Sidacy Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, | 


Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, MeCleliand, MeClernand, 4. 


Nicol! 
Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Phelps, Pillsbury, Richardson. Rich ; 


Rockhill, Sawyer, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanto,’ 

§ Thomp. 
Thurston, 
iley, Wij. 


son, Robert A. Thompson, William Thompson, 
Turner, Venable, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, W 


The CHAIR, (occupied by Mr. Burt, of South 


_Carolina,) not having been called, and not having 


_in the negative; which creating a tie, the motion 


voted, now chose to exercise its right, and vote, 


to reconsider was lost. 
[Much sensation and confusion; the Chair ep. 


| deavored to restore order. ] 


Mr. GOGGIN moved to lay the bill upon the 
table; and on that motion demanded the yeas aud 
nays. 

Mr. CROWELL moved a call of the House, 


/and demanded the yeas and nays; which were o;. 


‘The Secretary of War said it was, and always had || 
been, in possession of Mexico, and she was notto |) 


be disturbed or molested either in her people there 
or in her military posts. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that according to his 
recollection, the Secretary did not say that Mexi- 
co held those military posts on the river, but only 
that he had heard that she did; the department 
had been so “informed.’’ be that as it might, the 
Secretary was in error; no such posts were there. 
Of this he was positive. 

Mr. GOGGIN said that the Secretary informed 


General Taylor that the department had been in- | 


formed that there were Mexican posts on this side 


of the Rio Grande, and these were not to be mo- | 


lested. And, besides, the despatches of General 


Taylor himself showed that such posts were there. || 
Mr. KAUFMAN said that General ‘Taylor had | 


met Mexican soldiers east of the Rio Grande, and 
so said; but he never reported that he had found 
any posts. 

Mr. GOGGIN went on to say, that he had no 
idea that the question of the Texas boundary would 
come up on this occasion. ‘The amendment he 


wished to insert in the bill was merely of a declara- | 
tory character, disclaiming all declaration in this | 


He || 


|| Kennon, Lahm, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lincoln, 


bill as to what the boundary of Texas was. 
was not opposed to the Texan mail routes in the 
bill; notatall. He was perfectly willing that these 
routes should all remain, and should be still fur- 
therextended. The country was now said to have 
been acquired by treaty, and was‘now a part of the 
| United States. But he had deemed it important 


Texas boundary. ‘The whole purpose of his 
| amendment was to guard against such inference. 


; Be | 
Mr. PILLSBURY observed that the United 
States was arbiter under the treaty, and was to set- | 


tle the boundary question between Mexico and 
Texas. She was not a residuary legatee. 


reporter, 


Mr. GOGGIN said he had merely risen to state | 
what were the facts in the case; and, not wishing | 


to protract any discussion on this question of the 
boundary of ‘Texas, he moved the previous ques- 
lon. 


‘The call for the previous question was second- 


ed, put, and carried; and the main question being | 
| on the reconsideration of the order to engross the | 
bill, the vote was taken by yeas and nays, and re- | 


sulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, | 

| Belcher, Brady, Butier, Cabell, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, | 
Collamer, Collms, Couger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, | 

| Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Daniel Duncan, Duna, | 
Edwards, Ewbree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Far- | 


relly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freediey, Fulton, Gayie, Gentry, 
Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hail, 
James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henry, Hilliard, Elias 


T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Mclivaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, 


He | 
| made some other remarks, which, in the confusion, | 
and from his position, were totally inaudible to the | 


dered, and, being taken, resulted: Yeas 9] 
104. 
So the House refused to order a call, 
The question being now put on laying the })il 


» Nays 


| on the table, it was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barrow, Be! 
cher, Blanchard, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, 


| Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Cristieid, 








Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Daniel Dunes, 
Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Natiay 
Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, Gayle, Goggin, 
Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. 
Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, 
John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Josepii R. 
Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, 
William T. Lawrence, Melivaine, Horace Mann, Mars), 
Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Outlaw, Palfrey, 
Pollock, Preston, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwo), 
Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Siepperd, Sher- 
rill, Silvester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, 
Andrew Stewart, Strom, Tallmadge, Taylor, Richard W, 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, 
White, and Wilson—91. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Beale, Bing. 
ham, Birdsall, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, 
William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Catheart, Chase, Frauk- 
lin Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, 


|| Cummins, Daniel, Darling, Dickinson, Faran, Featherston, 


French, Fries, Fulton, Gentry, Green, Willard P. Hail, 


| Hammons, Haralson, Harris, Henley, Hill, Hilliard, George 


S. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew 


| Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufiian, 


Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, McClernan4, 
McDowell, McKay, McLane, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, 
Morris, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pillsbury, Richardson, Richey, Rockhill, Sawyer, Sims, 
Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, 


| Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomas, James 


Thompson, Robert A. ‘Thompson, William Thompson, 


oe : || Thurston, Tompkins, Turner, Venable, Wallace, Went- 
to guard against any inferences, from the estab- || 


lishment of those routes, as to the question of the || 


worth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Woodward— 
100. 
So the mction to lay on the table was lost. _ 
The question then recurring on the third reading 


| of the bill— 


The previous question was moved and seconded. 

Mr. WHITE inquired if the bill had been eu- 
grossed? 

The SPEAKER pro tem. replied that it had not. 

Mr. WHITE objected, then, to the third read- 
ing to-day. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. sustained the objec- 
tion, and decided, that under the rule, if the point 
were made, the bill could not be read a third time 
until it was actually engrossed, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, suggested that the 
objection did not apply in this case, as the bill had 
been ordered to be engrossed several days since. 
It must, therefore, be received as engrossed, con- 
structively at least. 

The SPEAKER replied, that a notice to recon- 
sider having been made at that time, and having 
remained undecided, it suspended the vote ordering 
the engrossment. ine! 

Mr. SIMS read from the rules, and insisted that 


‘| the House having just ordered the main question 


/to be put, it was a direct positive ree - the 
| House that the bill should be read a third ume 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, | H 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Lahm, Widliam | 


Nelson, Nes, Oullaw, Pollock, Preston, Juhus Rockwell, | 
J. A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, | 


Shepperd, Shernil, Silvester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, 
‘Truman Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Tallmadge, 
‘Taylor, Richd. W. Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilson —3s. 


Charlies Brown, Albert G. Brown, Cathcart, Chase, Franklin 


“ Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cummins, | 


now. 
The SPEAKER adhered to his decision upon 
the point raised by Mr. Waite. 
r. SIMS appealed from the decision. 
Mr. COBB raised the point that the objection of 
the gentlemen from New York was made too early; 


| and that it would not be pertinent until after the 
NAY S—Messrs. Atkinson, Beale, Bingham, Birdsall, Bo- | 
cock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, William G. Brown, | 


vote on ordering the third reading. When that 


| reading was ordered, the point would lie. 


The SPEAKER overruled this point, deciding 
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that the objection applied now, since, if it was | 

atained, it would be absurd to go on and vote | 
aa the question of ordering to a third reading at 
us tume. 2 ‘“ P . 

After some further conversation upon incidental | 
ints of order, the question was taken, and the 
F eision of the Speaker, that it was not in order 
read the bill the third time to-day, was sustained | 
by the House: Ayes 100, noes 87. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
sate of the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the gen- 


eral appropriation bill. i| 


Mr. HILLIARD) being entitled to the floor, ad- | 
dressed the committee in a speech which occupied 
an hour, in explanation of certain amendments he | 
designed to offer to the bill in relation to our diplo- 
matic missions, Kc. ; 

(This speech will be found in the Appendix. } 

Mr. SAWYER next obtained the floor; but he 
cave way, at the request of Mr. Haut, of Mis- 
souri, for a motion to rise, and the committee rose | 
accordingly, and reported progress. 

Mr. VINTON, by direction of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, submitted a resolution to | 
terminate debate on the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill on Monday next, at two o’clock. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected. 

Mr. VINTON. The motion wasa privileged one. | 

Mr. JENKINS moved an adjournment, but with- 
drew it at the request of several gentlemen. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, to-morrow was Thurs- | 
day, and the succeeding days of this week were | 
private bill days; he therefore hoped the resolu- | 
tion would not be adopted. 

Mr. VINTON urged the necessity of adopting 


the resolution. 





Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an || 


adjournment. Lost. 

Mr. VINTON had no objection toallow the reso- | 
Jution to lie over until to-morrow. The object of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means was 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said the resolu- 
tion was not debatable. 

Mr. VINTON said he had no intention to de- | 
bate it. His object was simply to say that he had | 
offered the resolution in obedience to the direction | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, but he was | 
willing that it should lie over, as it would show | 
what their intention was. It was necessary that 
the bill should be passed at an early period, that | 
it might go to the Senate, where, gentlemen must 
not forget, it had to be considered before it could 
become a law. He suggested that the House | 
should now take up the navy appropriation bill, | 
which would also have to be returned to the Senate. | 
It would be recollected that that bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, but some ob- 
jection was made to its passage. Subsequently he 
had communicated with the Secretary of the Navy, 
who had made in it some reductions which he 
a would now be concurred in without recom- 
mitial, 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


By general consent the naval appropriation bill 
was then taken from the Speaker’s table, and the 
question was stated to be on its third reading. 

Mr. VINTON begged leave to make a brief ex- 
planation. At the time this bill was reported, in 
answer to a question put to him, the Secretary of 
the Navy informed the Committee of Ways and 
Means that the unexpended balance for this branch 
of the service at the close of the year would be 
about $1,000,000, and the first section of the bill 
appropriated for the service for the next fiscal year* 
the unexpended balance in hand at the end of the 
year. The estimates of the Secretary must neces- 
sarily be conjectural to some extent. The answer 
of which he had spoken was given in January last, 
when it was scarcely possible that the Secretary 
should know what the balance in hand would be. 
Ve were now near the end of the year, and the 

cretary was now of opinion that the balance in 
hand would amount to $2,500,000, instead of 
1,000,000, as estimated three or four months ago. 

€ had then an amendment to offer to limit the 
‘mount of appropriations of unexpended balances 
of former appropriations to $1,500,000, and to 
Provide that the residue should be returned to the 
Surplus fund. It was, in effect, to cut down the 











begged further to state that a naval peace estab- | 


lishment was confined to 7,500 men and boys; but 
since the Mexican war was begun, the Secretary 
of the Navy was authorized to employ a greater 
number, not exceeding 10,000; that employment, 
however, was limited to the time of the war; at the 


|| close of which, the naval establishment would fall 


back, as a matter of course, to 7,500. The esti- 
mates had been predicated on a state of war, and 


| aS peace was now made, the Secretary of the Navy 








had reduced his estimates, and the item of the bill 
in this respect must now be reduced some 25 per 
cent. There were other amendments which he 
would request the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read all the amendments accordingly. 
They were as follows: . 

[n the first item, strike out the words “to the 
‘unexpended balances of former appropriations 


‘for the naval service,’’ and insert ‘* the sum of , 


* $1,500,000 of the unexpended balances of former 
* appropriations for the naval service, the remain- 
‘ der of such unexpended balances, after deducting 
‘the said sum of $1,500,000, to be carried to the 
* surplus fund.” 


In the second item, reduce the amount from | 


** $9,918,948"’ to ** $2,189,211.” 
In the item “for provisions for commission, 


warrant, and petty officers and seamen, including 


engineers and marines attached to vessels for sea 
service,”’ reduce the amount from ‘* $903,813” to 
$677,860.”’ 

In the item ‘* for surgeons’ necessaries and ap- 


| pliances for the sick and hurt of the navy, inclu- || 
ding the marine corps,’’ reduce the amount from 


** $38,000” to ** $28,500.” 

In the item ‘for increase, repair, armament, 
and equipment for the navy, including wear and 
tear of vessels in commission, coal for steamers, 
purchase of hemp, and one million two hundred 
thousand dollars for completing four first class 
steamers,’’ reduce the amount from “ $2,975,281”’ 
to ‘© $2,531,474.” 

Strike out of the 2d section the words * funds from 


one head of appropriation to another head of the | 


appropriations made for the naval service: this au- 
thority of transfer to remain so long as the war 
with a. shall continue, and no longer;’’ and 
insert ‘*any portion of the sum of $1,500,000 of 


mentioned in the Ist section of this act from one 


| head of appropriation to any other head of the ap- 


And 


propriations made for the naval service.” 
add the following as a new section: 

Sec. --. Andbe it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Postmaster General, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, to cause the net receipts of postages collected on the 
several lines of steamers from New York to Liverpool, from 
New York to Charges, and from Panama to some point in 
the Territory of Oregon, stipulated for in contracts made 
with the Secretary of the Navy,to be deposited in the treas- 
ury to the credit of the appropriation for the annual com- 
pensation for the service to be rendered under said contracts 
or otherwise apply the said postages in payment of the said 
annual compensation. 


Mr. McKAY said, that as he had objected to the 


third reading of the bill when it was,on aformerday, | 


before the House, he asked the indulgence of gen- 
tlemen now, in makinga brief explanation. This 
bill, as it was reported by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and subsequent- 
ly ordered to be engrossed, contained appropria- 
tions to the amount of $11,277,133. The Secretary 
admitted that there would be at the close of the pres- 


appropriations, about $2,500,000. He (Mr. McK.) 
was satisfied, from a statement which had been fur- 
nished to him by some of the treasury officers, that 
the amount of these balances would be larger, 
say $3,000,000 If this latter estimate should be 
realized, the House would at once perceive that 
there would be an aggregate sum appropriated for 
and applicable to the naval service, for the next fis- 
cal year, of $14,277,133. 

e supposed that it would be conceded, on both 
sides of the House, that this was entirely too large. 


| the unexpended balances of former appropriations | 


The bill as it was originally reported to the House, | 


had been framed by the committee on the suppo- 
sition that the war with Mexico might continue 
during the next year. We had now positive assuran- 
ces that the relations of peace will soon be reéstab- 


lished between the two countries. It seemed to him | 


that in this change of the condition of the country, | 


it was every way proper that the appropriations 


should be reduced, adapting them toa peace estab- | 


lishment. The reductions which had been suggested 


*ppropriated unexpended balances $1,000,000. He |! by the Secretary of the Navy, and which were now 


BE. 


861 


before the House, on the recommendation of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, would, if adopted 
by the House, still leave the appropriations for the 
naval service upwards of eleven millions of dollars. 
This, it would be recollected, was for a state of 
peace, and was a largeramount than had been made 
for the same object in any year prior to the com- 


mencement of the war with Mexico. He 


would, 


for the information of the House, state the appro- 
priations and expenditures for the naval establish- 
ment for several years past, which were as follows: 


Appropriations. Expenditures. 
IRBS occ cee eee cece ee 4,998,294 13... . -G3,864,939 06 
FOE Sevan aeneumpissee 5,076,336 26..... 6,131,520 58 
TOW oc ccccccceee vsdune 5.801.679 40,.... 6,113,896 89 
ISAD wc rccccccvoc coscse 6,741,683 21..... 8,397,242 95 
FE44~ "8 cvccccceses eves 6,051 ,700 GR..... 6,297,177 su 
RORPOS ke pnce smensvces 9,091 388 40..... 6,455,013 
FOND "7 co ccceccccccens 7,771,773 64..... 7,900,635 76 


He admitted that there was force in the sugges- 
tion, that in saan of the unsettled state of 


Europe, it might 


x pradent to employ a larger 


naval force than would otherwise be required, and 
|| thus increase the expenditure. Should the House, 
|| therefore, agree to the reductions which had been 
proposed, he would withdraw any further oppost- 
|| tion to the passage of the bill, though, as there were 
|| provisions in it which were in his opinion exceed- 

ingly exceptionable, he could not give it his vote, 
| ‘The amendments were then agreed to collective- 
| ly, and the question recurred on the third reading 


| of the bitl. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said he was unwill- 
ing to vote for this bill; and would not, though his 


vote should reject it, and withhold from the navy 


every dollar of appropriation for the next fiscal 


year. 


Aside from the enormous and unnecessary 


appropriations which are proposed to be made by 
| the provisions of the bill for the support of the navy 
for the next year, it contains appropriations for 
purposes wild, visionary, and unauthorized by the 
| Constitution, which he never had and never would 


sanction or approve by his vote. 


That so far as 


| he was concerned, those who had voted this bill 


of passing it. 
nays on the passage of the bill. 


into its present shape must take the responsibility + 
Therefore he called for the yeas and 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 


taken, resulted thus: Yeas 105, nays 41. 


bill was ordered to be read athird time; and, 


| been so read, was passed, 


| 


So the 
having 


| Mr. VIN'TON moved to reconsider the vote on 


the passage of the bill; and the motion to recon- 


| sider was laid on the table. 
ADULTERATED DRUGS. 


| On motion of Mr. EDWARDS, the House pro- 
ceeded to consider the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill of the House to prevent the importation 


of adulterated drugs and medicines. 


The amendments of the Senate were read and 


| agreed to, and the bill is therefore passed. 
And then the House adjourned. 








| IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 21, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
'| a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
‘| ury, made in compliance with a resolution calling 
| for the amount of hospital money, received at each 
'| of the custom-houses in, the United Statés in each 
‘| year, from 1833 to the 30th June, 1847, and the 
ent fiscal year, of the unexpended balances of former || amount expended in each for the same period. 
| This is a document of considerable interest. The 
|| reporter gives the amount received and expended 











| 
| 
| Places joa 
| BOSON... ..cccccccecccccccccccsccsel 3,300 | 
[|] Mew Vorks..cccc ccaceccogescsovess| » SRG 
| Philadelphia... s.cccrccccccceeccses| 397,165 
Pe ans ceackeas Gree ononenets 139.313 | 
1 CAtOmtOdy fsck. cee cet 8 ee bees nse) 7 453 
| New OrieSnesccovccvccstcdsccssecs! “1026 
Sa ct St nrseree| 15,937 
| Galveston ...ccrcorccccessesecgcces 428 
| PEEL because isces sonksegansssees|.  OOCEEE 
b POMNIRNI seeds F055 LaF Ieee cceseal 738 
b RRIGORE Sis. vis canes ob odeoe dered el 11,564 
| Georgetown, D. C.....cccccccscsces 8,096 
pT 8 EP CAE ee ae 23,160 
Mseks cias coos hengtccnccdesicctl See 
Savannah .....00..20ce Ke éceesecs se 21 ,690 


‘| was $3,345,291 33. 





at some of the chief ports, leaving out the fractions. 


Amount 
expended. 


$424,679 


602,024 
321,874 
3E0 P81 
139.955 
414,016 
29,825 
&9 
195,644 
22,123 
9,209 
4,718 
20,109 
80,251 
90,441 


The whole amount received in the United States 
| was $2,604,275 81, and the whole amount exp ended 
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MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Missouri, asking the establishment of a 
mail route from Sandhill to Kenksville, in that 
State: which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a me- 
morial from Captain L. Warrington, in behalf of 
himself, officers and crew of the United States 
eloop-of-war Peacock, asking the payment of cer- 
tain prize money due them and improperly retained 
in the treasury: which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, report da bill for the relief of the 
legul representatives of Colonel George Gibson, 
accompanied by a report. The bill was read a 
first lume. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made an adverse report on the memo- 
rial of John B. Luce. 

Mr. JOH NSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported the following House 
hile without amendment, and recommending their 
passage; 

An act for the relief of Eliphas C. Brown. 

An act for the relief of James Fugate. 

An act for the relief of John Hilbert. 

An act for the relief of Lewis Hastings, 

An act for the celief of Samuel Gray. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Chapman, administrator of Thomas Chapman, 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to reduce 
the rates of postage; which was read a first time. 

The following is a synopsis of the bill: 

Re it enacted, §c., That from and afterthe Ist day of July, 
1819. the postage on letters shall be as follows: Letters not 


excceding hall an ounce in weight, conveyed any distance, 
shall be charged with three cents postage, and a like sum for 


every additional balf ounce or fractional part thereof, the | 


postage being prepaid, and if not so prepaid then the postage 
sliall ve five cents; and all drap letters, or letters to be deliv- 
ered at the otlice Where deposited, shall be charged one cent 
postige Tf prepaid, and two cents if not prepaid 

‘That itshall be the duty of the Postmaster General at all 
offices where the postage amounts to —— thousand dollars 
anally, to provide tor conveying letters to the post office 
by establi-hing convenient places of deposit and by employ- 
ing carriers to receive and deposit them in the post office 
fre> of charge; and to cause letters to be delivered by suita 
ble carriers, to be appointed by him tor that purpose, tor 
wineh one cent on each letter is to bo charged, and on ad 
vertised letters an additional charge of one cent. 

That the postage on newspapers and other printed matter 
shall be as follows: All papers. pamphlets, magazines, and 
books, whether perodical or not, (exchange papers except- 


e!.) wot exceeding one ounee, shall pry one cent postage, | 


and alike sum for every additional ounce or fractional part 
th reof; provided that papers not exceeding one ounce, and 


ma conveved more than fifty miles, shall be charged with | 


halla cent postage; and on all papers sent from the office 
ot publication, the postage must be prepaid 


All handbils and circulars to be considered as letters, and | 


charged accordingly 


Mr. NILES, on reporting this bill, made some 
observauions, which, from his position, and the 
low tene of his delivery, was almost inaudible in 
the gallery. He was understood to state that this 
bill was of too great magnitude to justify the hope 


that it could be passed at this late period of the | 


session. He had, however, reported it for the 
purpose of presenting its details for the judgment 
of puble opinion as to their suitableness to the 
wishes of the country. It would be seen that the 
postave of letters would be reduced to three cents. 
It had been thought of to make the postage half a 
dime, but as there was no coin of that description, 
it had been fixed at a liule over that amount, 
Newspaper postage, it would be seen, was reduced 
to one cent, inclading pamphlets, magazines, and 


exceed filly miles. This was not an experiment, 
not an untried system, It had been tried in Eng- 
land, and had been considered as one of the great- 
est measures ever introduced in the legislation of 
that country, as regards its commercial, social, 
and political character. 
it had exceeded the expectations of those with 
whom it originated. The revenue had gradually 
and rapidly increased, so that it was calculated 
the returns of the present year would bring it up 
to what it was under the old system, The na- 
merical increase of letters (as well as we could un- 


derstand the honorable Senator) had been from || 


Even in a financial view, 






a little more than one hundred millions to three 


hundred and twenty millions annually. This was 
an important fact, as the advantages of the reduc- 
tion were indisputable on every point but that of its 
financial operation. But as regards this point, 
which involved the only risk, a review of the re- 
sults of the present law had brought him to the 


conclusion that the experiment of this further re- | 


duction could not diminish the revenue for the first 
year more than half a million, and this deficiency 
would disappear with the advance of the system. 
[ie did not desire to press the bill in the present 
situation of the treasury, because he did not wish 
to increase the necessity for loans, and to embar- 
rass our financial operations. The provisions of 
the bill, it would be seen, were not to take effect 
unul the Ist of July, 1849, so that there would be 
sufficient ume given for the arrangements of the 
department, if the bill should pass at the next ses- 
sion, as he hoped it would, 

Mr. N. gave some statistical statements, which 
could not be distinctly heard. 


On motion of Mr. MANGUM, it was 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to comuiunicate to the Senate the proceedings of the 
court of inquiry which convened at Saltiilo, Mexieo, on the 
12tn Januiry, 1848, and which was in-tututed for the pur- 
pose of obtaining full information relative to an alleged mu- 
tiny in the camp of Buena Vista, Mexico, on or about the 
loth Angust, 1847, which led to the death of one of the sol- 
diers by the hand of Colonel Payne, of the regiment of 
North Carolina volunteers, and for the purpose of investi- 
guting the facts connected with the dishonorable discharge 
ol evrtain officers of tue North Carolina volunteers. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 

Resolve, Vhat Saturday next, the 24th of June, be set apart 
for the consideration of private bills, and that at one o’clock 
p. tn. On that day the Sonate will proeeed to the considera- 
tion of those bill, to the exclu-ion of all other business. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill to revive and extend the provisions 
of an act entitled **An act to settle the title to cer- 
tain tracts of land in the State of Arkansas;’”’ which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


Mr. BRIGHT pressed upon the Senate the ne- | 


cessity of prompt action on the bill to establish a 


Territorial Governmentin Oregon, &c., and mo cas ; 
er . gon, hc.,and moved | counts providing for the erection of a monument 


that it be taken up for consideration, 
Mr. HANNEGAN dislike to interfere with the 


wishes of his colleague, but he would suggest that | 
the Oregon bill give way for a motion to go into | 
Executive session on a very important subject, | 


which might consume the day; but, if it did not, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


June 22 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuvurspay, June 22, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday having been re 
On motion of Mr, FEATHERSTON, it was 
amended as to show that the bill to establish a 
tain post routes was taken up yesterday on be 

motion; and then it was approved. 2 

Mr. GOGGIN obtained the floor to make -" 
explanation. Tam (said he) reported in the [jie 
ligencer of this morning as having said yesterday 
when the post route bill was under consideratin, 
that Colonel Benton (to whom Mr. Kavrmay j, . 
referred ) ‘* had said in his place in the Senate, when 
‘ our army wason the Rio Grande and our fleet block. 
‘ading the mouth of the river, that our march waa 
‘a piratical war, a war in disguise,” &e, Noy 
the error is important in point of time only - 
which I wish to call your attention. What I 'syi 
was: ‘*T was glad to hear such an authority (Colo. 
nel Benton) invoked, for he had said, when shy 
Jirst treaty for annexing Texas to the United Staic, 
was pending before the Senate in 1844, in allusion 
to the orders to the army and navy, that ‘ the 
‘ President and his Secretary of State made the War 
‘themselves, and made it anconstitutiona ly, per- 
‘ fidiously, clandestinely, piratically,’’’ &e. ‘The 
reporter, however, makes me impute these or gj). 
ilar remarks to Colonel Benton after the war was 
recognized and our army was on the Rio Grand. 
I make (said Mr. G.) the correction from my own 
sense of what is due to the distinguished Senator 
whose opinions are referred to, and I deem it byt 
just to him that the correction should be as public 
as the remarks themselves. The reporter is also 
mistaken in saying that I had said the Mexican 
military posts were on the Rio Grande. I referred 
to posts and military establishments on the east 
side of the river, and belween it and the Nueces, 

Ido not complain (said Mr. G.) at all of the 
reporter, for the distance I was, while speaking, 
from his desk, | am well aware, prevented his hear- 
ing distinctly what I said. 

Mr. JOANSON, of Tennessee, raised a point 





nds. 


Is 


| of order with reference to enone of business, and 


contended that the report of the Committee on Ac- 


| to Mr. Apams was first in order. 


the Oregon bill could be taken up afterwards, or, | 
| at all events, in the morning. 


Mr. BRIGHT was unwilling to acknowledge 
that any question was more important than the bill 
he had designated; but, inthis case, he would yield 
the point to his colleague. 


Mr. ATHERTON asked the Senate to take up 


| the Indian appropriation bill before going into Ex- 


ecutive session, which was assented to, an the con- 
dition that there should be no debate. 


The bill was then taken up, and a motion was 
adopted to reconsider the motion ordering the bill || 


to a third reading. 

Mr. ATHERTON then offered an amendment, 
| which was assented to by Mr, BELL and adopted 
| by the Senate; and the bill was then ordered to be 
| read a third time, and was, by unanimous consent, 
read a third time and passed. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
| of Executive business; and after some time spent 


! 

| therein, the doors were opened, and the following | 
|| bills were severally considered in Committee of 

| 


| the Whole, and, after having been explained, were 
ordered to be engrossed, and were subsequently 


read a third time, by unanimous consent, and |) 


massed: 
The bill for the relief of the personal represent- 


| atives of William A. Slacum. 
books, and half a cent where the distance did not |! 


| formation of Juvenile Delinquents in the city of | 


The bill for the relief of the Society for the Re- 
| New York. 





The bill to change the time of holding the terms | 


| of the circuit courts of the United States in the dis- | 


trict of Maine. 
An act concerning testimony. 


The bill to divide the district of Arkansas into 
two judicial districts. 


attempted defence b 


The SPEAKER protem. overruled the point of 
order. 


THE NATIONAL FINANCES. 


The SPEAKER pro tem. announced as the busi- 
ness first in order, the report of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, and the report of the minor- 
ity of the same committee on the annual report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the finances. 

Mr. BEDINGER being entitled to the floor, 
expressed the regret with which he now encroached 
on the time and patience of the House by asking 
them to hear remarks which he deemed it his duty 
to make in support of the report of the minority of 
the Committee on Public Expenditures which he 
had the honor to offer yesterday, and in reply to 
some of the remarks of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Stroum] yesterday. The subject 
was one of considerable interest, inasmuch as It 
involved a most labored attack upon the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasary, and an 
the minority of the conmit- 
tee of that report. The Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, if not in positive violation of their 
duties, at least, as he conceived, by usurping Juris- 
diction of powers which did not properly belong 
to it, had been employed during nearly the whole 
of the last winter, and a great part of the last 
spring he believed, in investigating the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in 
preparing an elaborate report poliing forth divers 
errors which they said were to be found therein. 
He said that the committee had done this rather by 
usurping the powers of other committees than by 
attending to their own. d 

By reference to the rules of the House defining 
the duties and powers of the different committees, 
it would be seen that the Committee on Public 
Expenditures was in fact a mere nullity; and he 
thought it had been so considered until this session. 


He certaiply had never known anything of its pro- 


The House bill making appropriation for the | 


payment of revolutionary and other pensioners of 
the United States, for the year ending June 30, 
| 1849. 
The Senate then adjourned, at about four p. m. 


i 
| 


| 


ceedings until now. It would be seen by the duties 
conferred apon the Committee of Ways and Means 
in 1802, that there was the sum of all the powers 
and duties which had been given to the Commitice 
on Public Expenditures; and, by the six commit 
tees appointed in March, 1816, all the duties of the 
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Committee on Public Expenditures were positively 


eynerseced. He referred to this question of jurts- 
diction, not because he meant to object to it at all, 
but simply because, when the report of the com- 
mittee Was first handed to this House, he was 
compelled to inform the House that, although he 
was a member of that committee, yet he had been 
entirely ignorant of the action which they had de- 


signed to take in reference to the report of the Sec- | 


reiary of the Treasury. 


that at the first and only meeting of the Committee 
on Public Expenditures which he had attended— 
for the reason that, when he had been notified of 


it was very true, and he had said it at the time, 


q meeting, sometimes he could not find the room, | 


as he believed there never had been any regular 
room assigne d to the committee, and at other umes 
he could not find a quorum, unul he had become 
tired of the effort—he said at the only meeting be 


had had the good fortune toattend,a sub-commitiee | 


was appointed, consisting of the gendeman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srroum,] the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Jones,] and himseli, and something 
was there said about an investigation of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. Although he 
was appointed on that sub-committee, he did not 
hesitate to confess here that he did not know one 
single solitary step which that committee had taken 
from that time forth unul their report was adopted 


vy the Committee on Public Expenditures. Now, | 
y | ’ 


it might be said it was his duty to have found 
the committee, and to have attended all their meet- 
ings, even though it might have required a search- 


warrant to find their whereabouts; and it might be | 


charged on him as a neglect of duty that he had | 


not also attended particularly to every step taken | 


by the sub-committee, of which he was a member. 
if he had not done what was his daty, he must 
‘oar the blame of it; and he did here now so far 
confess that he owed the committee an apology for 
not having ascertained what they were doing, and 
participated perhaps to a certain degree in their 
action, (even though he had known they were 
transcending their duties and their powers.) He 
owed them an apology for this reason; by not as- 


certaining What the committee were doing, he had, | 


without designing it, inflicted upon them quite a 
serious injury; because, if he could by any possi- 
bility have ascertained that this report was design- 
ed to be nade by the committee; that they were to 
go through an investigation of the whole subject 
ai the department; that day after day of the whole 
wiiter was to be exhausted in searching in the 
Treasury Department and Register’s office,—if he 
had known allthis, as gentlemen said heshould have 


known tt, (though he did not see how he could,) | 


he thought it extremely probable he should have 
informed the Secretary of the Treasury of the pre- 


meditated attack, because it was against his creed | 


tomake an attack on any one without first inform- 
ing him, and giving him a fair opportunity to de- 
fend himself. 


He should then have informed the Secretary, | 


and this injury which his (Mr. B.’s) negligence 
had inflicted on the committee would have been 


avoided, for the Secretary would have saved them | 
from the blunders into which they had so heed- | 


lessly fallen when they had prepared the report. 


The Secretary, so far as he knew him, was a hu- | 


mane man, and he was unwilling to believe that | 


that officer would maliciously, cruelly, willfully, 
have suffered the committee to go blundering on, 
here forgetting one of the most important docu- 
ments Which had ever been printed, and there con- 
founding the tables of the Register with matter for 
Which the Secretary was responsible; here taking 
the uncertified statements of the clerks, and char- 
ging the Secretary with having prepared them, and 


making blunder after blunder such as had never be-.| 
fore been committed by a committee of this House. | 


He said in all 
have stopped these blunders, for he would have 
told the committee of their first error, and then 
they would not have perpetrated it forty tinies. 


Thus, he said, he might owe the committee an | 


epolozy, because the fact was, that neither the 
oec 
Solitary word of this invest:gation that was going 
on. ‘They had not the slightest intimation of the 
Monstrous labor of this mountain until the mouse 
~mnies out at their feet; they had known nothing 
of it, 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Stroum] 


retary nor the acting Secretary had known one — 
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the committee did not deem, it their duty to inform 
the Secretary of what was going on. Li might vet 
possibly have been within the strict pale of their 
duty; it might not have been positively obligatory 
upon them; but would not generosity, would not 
liberality, have prompted those gentlemen to with- 
hold the blow until they had warned the man 
against whom it was to be aimed? The gentleman 
had brought forward a serious charge against the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury—a charge of negligence 
or of incapacity; they had charged him im their 
report with errors, blunders, negligences, which, 
although their language was courteous—very much 
so—yet, if they existed, would be sufficient actu- 
ally to disqualify him forever from the office the 
duues of which he discharged with such consum- 
mate and distinguished ability. ‘Then, would it not 
have seemed but Lare justice to have informed him 
of this impending blow which they meditated? 
Not only would it have been just, but it would 
have been politic; for, as he had said before, the 
committee by their liberality would have saved, 
not the Secretary, but themselves, from these 
enormous blunders, about sixty-four in number, 
contained in a report of thity-nine pages, which 
they had now unfortunately published and blazoned 
to the world, and which, on their own account, he 
was sorry they could not take back. 

Now, there was but one ground on which the 
committee could jusufy the fact that they did not 
noufy the Secretary that this investigation was 


going on, and that ground was simply this, that in | 


truth the attack was committed, not upon the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury at all, not on the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, but it was an attack, 
from beginning to end, upon another and a very 
ditlerent officer—an attack upon the Register of the 
Treasury—upon his tables, which were appended 
to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and it was not an attack upon the Secretary atail. 
Now, the Register of the ‘l'reasury was an enure- 
ly different officer from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, in his re- 


| marks yesterday, had stated that the Register was 


under the control of the Secretary. lt was a great 
mistake; one of those mistakes which the com- 
mittee had perpetrated in the beginning of their 
report, but a great mistake, nevertheless. ‘lhe 
Register was not under the control of the Secre- 
tary; the Register’s duties were separate from the 
Secretary’s. The Secretary could not appoint, 
could not remove the Register. The Secretary 
could not, he did not hesitate to say, do more than 
simply criticise the tables handed him by the Reyis- 
ter, if he chose; he could not reject them. ‘The 
law made it imperative on him to accept and re- 
ceive them. Hehad, in fact, no more control over 
the Register than he (Mr. B.) had; the duties of 
the Register were as different from those of the 
Secretary as the duties of the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania [Mr. Srroum] were from those of the | 


Speaker of this House; as different as the duties 
of the Committee on Public Expenditures were 
from those duties which they had attempted to 
perform; they were fundamentally, entirely dif- 
ferent. 

Now, what were the duties of that officer? In 
answer to this question he read the second sec- 
tion of the act of September 7, 1789, establishing 
the Treasury Department, and then proceeded to 
show that there was not a solitary word to re- 
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to keep the 


_ books, make out the balance sheets, investigate 


probability the Secretary would || 


| fortified that they could not be assailed. 


the proofs, or do anything of the kind, and the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srroum) had | 


been greatly mistaken in attributing so much to | 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Against that which 


really was the Secretary’s, the report of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania contained not a solitary 
objection. His statements had not been touched, 


because they were accurately made, and so well | 


read the section of law which prescribed the duty 


of the Register of the Treasury, and said that with | 


that duty the Secretary could not interfere. Here, 


then, it Was shown not only that the Secretary | 


He next | 


was not required to make these tables, but that | 
they were made and furnished to him by officers | 


whose duty was prescribed by law, and by law 
they were made evidence in courts of justice. If, 
then, courts of justice were bound to receive them 
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they might contain? Why should he be expected 
to examine the facts and compare the books to try 
and test their accuracy? I[t was not possible for 
him to do it. Why, were gentlemen aware of the 
number of the tables sent in to this Flouse? If not, 
he would inform them that there were here thirty- 
two tables, allof which were dated about the time 
the Secretary’s own report bore date—ranging 
from the Ist to the 8th of December—and covered 
the action of the Government in regard to tts 
finances from the year 1789 to the end of the last 
fiscal year. How, then, in the multitudinous la- 
bors of the Secretary of the Treasury, could he be 
expected to find time to examine these tables? The 
Secretary of the Treasury never shrank from any 
duty or any responsibility inseparable from his 
office, and his duties he had performed with an 
ability which had astonished everybody. Thus, 
then, the gentleman opposite had not attacked the 
report of the Secretary, but certain tables which it 
was the duty of other officers to prepare and fur- 
nish. The gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
accused the Secretary of seeking to shift the re- 
sponsibility upon others; butin this the gentleman 
was in error. The Secretary desired no such 
thing. 

But let them look a little further, and see how 
successful the gentleman had been in his attack on 
the Register; for it was an attack on the Register 
in reality, and not on the Secretary. The gentle- 
man went to the Treasury Departinent to examine 
these matters, and did they go to the Secretary of 
the Treasury or to the acting Secretary? No. 
They took copies furnished by clerks, that were 
uncertified and unattested; and, on the mere asser- 
tion of some clerks, without the attesting signa- 
ture of a single human being, they sought to sus- 
tain their grave accusations. Now, what assurance 
had they that those clerks had even copied accu- 
rately the tables that were presented? And how 
did they know that these things were taken prop- 
erly from the books? 

Mr. STROHM interposed to explain; and he 
was understood to say, though very indistinetly 
heard, that the committee had had recourse to the 
books for some part of these statements, 

Mr. BEDINGER was perfectly willing to let it 
rest there; but yesterday the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania did not say so, and statement after state- 
ment had been sent forth to the world without the 
atiestation of a single human being. If they did 
have access to the books, the Secretary did not 
know of it, nor did he (Mr. B.) know who those 
clerks were on whom the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had relied. It was not in that way, he 
would assure the gentleman, that they could de- 
molish such a monument of genius as the Secre- 
tary had raised for himself. The gentleman might 
as well attack Gibraltar with a pocket pistol, 

But he would proceed to the discoveries which 
the gentleman had made; and the only error which 
they had pointed out, and which they have as- 
sumed to have discovered—the only genuine error 
which was made at all—they did not discover at 
all. It was discovered months before, and com- 
munieated to the Senate. The errer to which he 
alluded was an error of $1,401,900; the letter 
stating which, dated the 25th of February, 1848, 
he had before him. And here he could net but 
mark the difference between the conduct of a com- 
mittee of the Senate and the Committee on the 
Expenditures of the Treasury Department of this 
House. The committee of the Senate, when the 
error was discovered, went to the Secretary and 
pointed it out, and a satisfactory explanation was 
given, long before the committee of this House 
made its report on the authority of unknown 
clerks. But were there no inaccuracies in the re- 
port of the gentleman from Pennsylvania? It ap- 
‘peared to him, that when gentlemen attempted to 
investigate a report like this, and gravely accuse 
the Secretary of the Treasury of such important 
errors, they should be extremely careful not to err 
themselves. And yet the gentleman from Peansy!- 
vania frankly admitted that in hia report he had 
committed some errorsand he expressed his aston- 
ishment that there were not more. That there were 
errors in that report, he (Mr. B.) concurred with 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania; and he thought 
sixty-four errors in a report of thirty-nine pages 
was a pretty considerable number for even the 


then, | Committee on Public Expenditures. 
in evidence, why should the Secretary of the Treas- || 


had said on yesterday that he did not deem, or || ury be held responsible for any error, if any, which |} the committee had committed. The gentleman 


He then proceeded to notice the first error which 
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from Pennsylvania told them that he was not aware | 


that a certain statement was in their possession, 
when there was the law which compelled the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to place it before the House; 
and yet the gentleman from Pennsylvania told 
them he knew nothing of it. Then again the gen- 
tleman from New York {[Mr. Concer] stated that 


the Secretary of the Treasury had sent to the print- | 


ers and obtained proofs of his report before it was 
furnished to this House, and that but for that it 


would have been on their tables sooner. The gen- | 
He (Mr. B.) asserted | 


teman was mistaken. 
broadly, on the authority of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, that he never sent to the printers, and 
never set his eyes on it in printed form until it was 
printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. CONGER begged permission to say a word 
by way of ¢ x planation. He desired to say that in 
the remark which he made yesterday there was an 
error in relation to the index to that work. In 
making his explanation yesterday he mistook the 
document; and to set himself and the House right 
on that subject, incase it should be necessary that 
he should hereafier have occasion to make expla- 
nations, he this morning called on the public print- 
er to make further inquiries, and he found he was 
in error on the subject of that index being in the 


hands of the Secretary of the Treasury for the pe- | 


riod he yesterday named. There was no index to 
this document. But he stated on the authority of 
the printers—and he knew nothing more about it 


—that proofs of that document had been in the | 


hands of the Secretary, that they remained there 
wecks and weeks, and that that was the reason of 
the delay in furnishing them to the House. This 
explanation he made in justice to the printers; and 
if there was a question of veracity between them, 


that must rest with the printers and the Secretary 


of the Treasury. 

Mr. BEDINGER again asserted, on the respon- 
sibilityof the Secretary of Treasury, that the Sec- 
retary never did send for proofs of that document. 

Mr. CONGER did not assert that he sent for 
the report; but, on the authority of the printers, 
he stated that proofs were furnished. 

Mr. BEDINGER eared not what the printers 
might say. ‘The printers’ testimony in this case 
was somewhat like the unattested authority of 
some clerk with which the Committee on Public 
Expenditures sought to affix blame on the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. Yesterday the gentleman 
from New York spoke on his own authority, and 
now he furnished the authority of the printer; but 


he, (Mr. B.,) on the authority of the Secretary of | 


the ‘Treasury, gave it a broad denial. 


He then returned to the admission of the gen- | 


tleman from Pennsylvania that he was ignorant of 
information which was literally piled up in a doc- 
ument which he had before him, and from which 


he read several extracts, and then asked, with | 


such facts before them, what confidence could be 
piaced on the statements which the report of the 
gentieman from Pennsylvania contained ? 


He next, as was understood, proceeded to com- 


ment on an admitted error made by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to the amount of halt a million 
of dollars. He also spoke of a small error of 
seventy-two dollars, and of some mistake in sub- 
tracing. He said he had been told that he was 
much better at figures of rhetoric than figures of 


arithmetic; but he nevertheless should not take 


eight from thirteen and leave four. 

‘There was another small error. In the table B 
of the report of the majority, a certain balance 
(which Mr. B. specified) was stated at one hun- 
dred and two millions; and in another part of their 


same table B the same balance was stated at one | 


hundred and twelve millions; thus falling into only 
the little error of ten millions of dollars!) They 
accused the Secretary's report of errors, but here 
Was a whapper in their own. 

Mr. STROHM reminded Mr. B. that he had 
ex) lained this on the day before. The gentleman 
would find, that when the amount was brought 
over to the next page, it was stated correctly; so 
that the result remained uftchanged. 

Mr. BEDINGER said this was very true; but 


should not their falling into so great an error as | 
this in their own figures teach them to extend some | 


little charity to the statements of ethers? Mr. B. 
had as much right to charge this upon the major- 
ity report as the majority had to charge similar 
mistakes (if any such there were) upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 


| ent treasury. 


e 


The gentleman had said that it happened very 
fortunately that one error of his report balanced 
another. This was particularly rich; and it re- 


| tee on Expenditures had gone beyond their ¢ 


minded Mr. b. ofan old adage that certain people | 


were remarkable for good luck. He did not mean 
to apply the whole proverb to the majority of the 


Committee on Accounts, although some persons | 
might have been so malicious as to make such an 


application of it. 


[A voice: ‘*Who do you say are remarkable | 


| 


It is pretty well known, I believe, what persons |, 


for good luck ?’’} 


they are. {Laughter.] 

‘To sum up the errors into which this investiga- 
ting committee had themselves fallen: they com- 
menced with wholly neglecting to consider one of 
the most important documents presented to Con- 
gress under this Government—a document the 
presentation of which they were by law compelled 
to know, but of the very existence of which the 
gentleman had confessed himself ignorant till 
within a few days past. The gentleman had said 


} 
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| 
| 
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that he,could guess how the minority of the com- | 
mittee had got access to that document: no doubt | 


they could; who could not? 
the document to be presented to Congress com- 
pelled every member to know of its presentation. 
But, without having even seen this document, 
the majority had started up to the Treasury De- 
partment, and had there obtained unattested tran- 
scripts and memorandums from the clerks. 


Thus | 


The law requiring | 


they had started wrong; and as they had set out, | 


so they proceeded. 
these materials trom the clerks, they did not know 
how to put them together. When all the bricks 


Even when they had got | 


were given them, they had not the skill to build | 
them up; insomuch that they had committed sixty- | 


four mistakes in thirty-nine pages; and this in a 
report which was to shake the Secretary in his 
chair. Mr. B. said he regarded the production of 
this report of the majority as a fortunate event for 
the country, for the Secretary, and for that House. 
It would serve the more to attract public admira- 
tion to the able and accurate manner in which the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury had discharged the ar- 
duous and responsible duties of his high office. 
‘The credit of the country was elevated higher 


th yer it had stood before; for duri im- | : : 
Se ee ee ee | Josiah Bleakley, Nicholas Jarrot, and Robert Mor- 


pending war the stocks of the Government had 
gone up instead of declining; and this while mem- 


bers on that floor were aiming daggers at the Sec- || 


retary, and to reach him were striking at the credit | 


of their own country. The Secretary had been 


authorized by law to borrow forty-nine millions of || ; : f i 
) y | reservation numbered 13, in the city of Washing- 


dollars, and none of the stock or treasury notes 
had been sold under par, and most of it at a pre- 
mium; insomuch that the amount of premium 
realized by the treasury exceeded $600,000. Com- 


pare this with the state of the public credit in 1814, | 
when the Government could realize but thirty-six | 


millions of dollars from eighty millions of treasury || 


notes. 
And who could forget that in 1843 the credit of 
the United States went a begging, not only through- 


could not be obtained here, and we had to send a | 


financial agent to beg us a little money on the other 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


as dune 99 


- ; eptl 
They were like little wanton boys who a 


on bladders on the bosom of a deep sea, and the 
found the waves too heavy for them. To are 
homely phrase, they had gone out for woo! and 
come home shorn. The gentlemen had gone out 
a whaling, but they had met with a huge leviath - 
of the deep, one flourish of whose tail had tosaed 
up their little boat into the heavens, and plunged 
the = boatmen into the depths of the sea, ~ 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, now moved 
the previous question, but consented to withdray 
it at the request of Mr. Vinton. 


BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE, 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House pros 


ceeded to the consideration of business on the 


Speaker’s table. 

The bill making appropriations for the curren, 
and contingent expenses of the Indian Departmen; 
for the year ending June 30, 1849, and for othe; 
purposes, which had been returned from the Sey. 
ate with amendments, was taken up and referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The following Senate bills were then taken up 
read twice, and referred to appropriate commit. 
tees: 

A bill to increase the medical corps of the navy. 

A bill for the relief of the Central Railroad Cox. 
pany of Georgia. 

A bill to revive the act entitled ** An act to pro- 
vide for the payment of horses and other property 
lost or destroyed in the military service of the 


| United States,” approved January 18, 1837, and 


the acts approved 14th October, 1837, and August 
23, 1842, and the last proviso of the act of March, 
1843, amendatory of the same. 

A bill directing the Secretary of the Navy to 
purchase from Dr. James P. Espy his patent right 


| for the conical ventilator for the use of the United 
| States. 


A bill for the relief of David N. Smith. 
A bill granting a pension to John Clark. 
A bill to provide compensation to Wm. Wood- 


| bridge and Henry Chipman, for services in ai- 
| justing titles to land in Michigan, and for other 
| purposes. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jean F. Perry, 


rison. 
A bill for the relief of James F. Sothoron. 
A bill for the relief of J. W. Nye, assignee of 


| P. Bargy and H. Stewart. 


A bill to authorize the sale of a part of public 


ton, and for other purposes. 

The bill from the Senate to amend an act enti- 
led ** An act for the regulation of seamen on boar 
the public and private vessels of the United States,” 
passed March 3, 1813, was read a first and second 
time; when— 

Mr. BIRDSALL moved that the bill be now 
read a third time and put upon its final passage. 


| Mr. B. explained the practical operation of the 


out this land, but all over Europe?—when the loans | law of naturalization, as now interpreted by the 


courts of the State of New York, and showed the 


| necessity of the bill to relieve persons who, after 


side of the water to keep alive the credit of the || 


American Government? Compare such a state of 
things as this with the height to which the public 
credit had been advanced under the present Admin- 
istration. And all this had been effected under the 
much-abused system of free trade and the independ- 
Who could ever forget the thun- 


| ders of denunciation, the croaking, the howling, 


the predictions of public ruin which resounded from 
one end of the land to the other? But such had 
been the force of experience that merchants in all 
parts of the Union were fast becoming converts to 
the practical wisdom of both those great features of 
public policy. They saw how the system worked, 
and their prejudices gave way before the evidence 
of fact. ‘The credit of all this was in an eminent 
degree due to the able officer at the head of the 
Treasury Department. The prosecution of these 


two systems of operation in our financial affairs | 
had devolved upon the Secretary an amount of | 
labor which must have crushed any man who did | 
not possess the same great ability and the same | 


indomitable capability of labor. 


declaring their intention to become naturalized, 
had left the country as volunteers for Mexico, and 
thus been prevented from obtaining the residence 
required by the law. 

Mr. McCLERNAND further explained the ob- 


| ject of the bill, and yrged the necessity of passing 
/it. Those who had enlisted in the service of the 


country, and had been sent beyond its limits in the 
prosecution of the war, fell within the wording of 


_the present law, and were forced to lose all the 


time they were thus absent, though they had pre- 
viously notified their intention of being natural- 
ized. 

Mr. HOLMES, of New York, moved the pre- 


vious question, which was seconded, and, under 


the operation thereof, the bill was read a third 
time, and passed by yeas and nays: Yeas 169, 


i nays 4. 


Mr. B., in conclusion, said that it had not been | 
his intenuon to wound the feelings of any gentle- | 


man. If he had unintentionally done so, he regret- | 


j 


ted it. But the plain truth was, that the Commit- || Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


r. HOLMES, of New York, moved to recon- 
sider the last vote; which last motion was laid on 
the table. 


THE SOUTHERN MAIL. 


The joint resolution of the Senate to authorize 
and require a renewal of a contract for carrying 
the mail was read a first and second time; when— 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to refer the bill to the 
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